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Varying sentence structure and type

NB this table is for guidance only and is not strictly accurate since all types could for instance be active or passive. It is intended as a guide to help students see how they can vary their sentences.


This document is provided in Word so that you can adapt it for your context.


This book (Grammar to 14, by Don Shiach) is helpful for teaching sentence types and all other aspects of SPAG.


	1. simple (1 subject, 1 verb)
	The rain started at dusk.

	2. compound (2 or more simple joined with and/or/but)
	The sun shone and the cricketers walked out onto the pitch.

	3. complex (1 main + 1 or more subordinate clauses)
	Although she was naturally pale, she never looked unhealthy.

	4. Passive
	When she returned to her hotel room, the bed had been made.

	5. With present participle phrase
	Smiling viciously, she bit off the head of the prawn.

	6. With past participle phrase
	Stunned by his smile, she didn’t notice the fast-approaching motorbike.

	7. Question
	What was she to do now?

	8. Exclamation
	What a fantastic idea!

	9. Relative clauses
	The woman, who seemed to be dozing, suddenly jumped up from her seat.

	10. Imperative: positive and negative
	Jump now. Don’t miss the chance.












How to do it
1. Go through the different types of sentence in the table above. Give students a copy to stick in their books.
2. At regular intervals, give them a sentence and tell them to re-write it using as many of the sentence types as possible, for example:
Varying sentence structure and type
NB this table is for guidance only and is not strictly accurate since all types cold for instance be active or passive.

	1. simple (1 subject, 1 verb)
	I ran home.

	2. compound (2 or more simple joined with and/or/but)
	I ran home and I did my homework.

	3. complex (1 main + 1 or more subordinate clauses)
	Although I was tired, I ran home.

	4. Passive
	Not possible in this case.

	5. With present participle phrase
	Cursing furiously, I ran home.

	6. With past participle phrase
	Devastated by my PE teacher’s criticism, I ran home.

	7. Question
	Did I run home?

	8. Exclamation
	I ran home!

	9. Relative clauses
	I, who had spent years in a wheelchair, ran home.

	10. Imperative: positive and negative
	Run home.



NB It is not necessarily important for students to be able to describe the type of sentence (although this is obviously desirable for when students are analysing texts) provided they get a feel for how they can play with words to get different types of sentences.
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