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Introduction  
 
1.1 About this booklet 

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in Information and Communication Technology specification. The Paper 2 
exemplar materials will enable teachers to guide their students in the application of 
knowledge and skills required to successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at 
questions from the June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to 
questions and how examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student 
responses should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 

Each item covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Questions and exemplar responses 
• Mark schemes 
• Examiner commentaries including the rationale for the decision and guidance on how 

the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 
 
The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses. 

 

Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and 
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 

 

1.3 Further support 

A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification including: the specification, sample assessment 
materials, Getting Started Guide and the Principal Examiner’s Report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20Communication%20Technology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-ICT-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20Communication%20Technology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Sample-assessment-material-international-gcse-in-information-and-communication-technology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20Communication%20Technology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Sample-assessment-material-international-gcse-in-information-and-communication-technology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20Communication%20Technology/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/int-gcse-getting-started-guide-ict.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-information-and-communication-technology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Task A1a 

 (2) 
Mark scheme 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
This response was given 1 mark. 
The mark was awarded for including CS Scuba in the logo. The mark for removing the 
background was not awarded because the area between the diver’s left arm and the head 
still included the background. Leaving this section of the image with a background was a 
common error that students made. Had this section also been removed, the response 
would have achieved the full 2 marks.   

 

 

 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 0 marks. 
This response was not awarded any marks.  The background was not removed and CS 
Scuba was not included anywhere within the logo.   

 

  

Exemplar response B 
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Task A1b 
 
Explain one drawback of using a bitmap image for a logo. 

(2) 
Mark scheme 

 

 
 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 
This response has covered the first marking point on the mark scheme, has referred to the 
image being made larger and expanded on the initial statement/identification to include 
becoming pixelated so achieves both marks. 
Only a minority of candidates included an expansion, which is required in explain questions 
to achieve the second mark. 

 

  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 1 mark. 
This response has mentioned more storage (marking point 2 on the mark scheme) but has 
not expanded on this to include mention of an increased file size, which would have 
achieved the 2 marks. 
Candidates should be aware that where two marks are available for an explain one 
question, one mark is awarded for the identification and the second mark for the 
expansion. Using terms such as ‘because’ or ‘so that’ will help candidates formulate the 
expansion and achieve full marks. 

 

  

Exemplar response B 
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Task A2a 

 
 (3) 

Mark scheme 

 
 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 
The response has matched the house style (1) and has a suitable heading relating to 
destinations (1).   
The only mark this response did not achieve was for centre aligning the field labels. This 
issue was a common omission for this paper.  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 
The response included a suitable title relating to destinations (1) and centre-aligned the 
field labels (1). 
Although the heading was in bold and italics, the logo was missing so could not get the 
mark for matching the house style. 

 

  

Exemplar response B 
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Task A2b 

 
(2) 

Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 

Most candidates achieved the full 2 marks for including 6 correct entries. Where candidates 
did not achieve the full marks, this was usually due to spelling errors within the entries. 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 
This response included the incorrect details on the form but did include the correct details 
on the table so was awarded the marks. 

 

  

Exemplar response A 
 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Task A2d  
 

 
(2) 

(3) 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 5 marks. 
This response has correctly included all three criteria so has been awarded the full 2 marks 
for the query. The use of the wildcard will enable all Blue Water boats to be found even if 
additional ones are added to the fleet such as: Blue Water III, IV and V. The result of the 
query is correct and is displayed as required so was awarded the full 3 marks. 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 4 marks. 
This response included two correct criteria (liveaboard and 7) so has been awarded 1 mark 
for the query. Although they have considered Blue Water, they have only included I and II 
so if anymore Blue Water boats were added, they would not be found. The use of the 
wildcard Like “*Blue Water*” was needed, which would accept any reference to Blue Water. 
The correct records were displayed as required so the result was awarded 3 marks. 

 

Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Task A2e  

 

 
 

(8) 
Mark scheme 

 
 

 
 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 6 marks. 
The two marks not awarded were for not being in the correct order as Jones should come 
before Bradley (marking point 6) and not formatting the field headings to bold and italics 
(marking point 7). All other marking points were met and were awarded the marks. 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 6 marks. 
A mark was not awarded for marking point 8 because ‘Philippines’ had not been spelt correctly 
in the heading and there was no mark for marking point 7 as the field headings were not 
formatted to bold and italic.   
Several candidates did not achieve the mark for formatting. It might be useful for candidates to 
tick off the marking points as they appear on the question paper so they have a better chance 
of completing them all. 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Task A3 - Sections (a)(i), (a)(ii), (a)(iii), (b) 
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Mark scheme 
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General comments 

Most candidates created the webpage following the design provided in the question paper.  
The quality of some of the printouts was poor and, therefore, the images used were not always 
clear to see. 

Candidates were required to create an HTML table using web authoring software. Candidates 
who simply copied and pasted the text from the word processing document were not awarded 
the mark.  

Some of the marks for this question (9 marks) were available only from the HTML code.  
Candidates were expected to show the code they created, and it would have been useful for 
them to have only included the code for the evidence needed rather than printing numerous 
pages of code.  Some candidates highlighted the code, which was useful. 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 15 marks (for A3a- through to A3b). 

There is evidence of using the background colour shown in the code screenshots provided by 
the candidate.   
There was no evidence of using the correct colour for the introductory tex, as no code was 
found.   
H1 was used and shown.   
The page title was seen to be in bold and italics on the printed pages.   
There were two square relevant images on the home page, however, they were not of similar 
size on both pages. Images were vertically aligned.   
Text was set as <p> and the email address and telephone number were included although 
this section was not as required in the design document (it should have been centred to the 
page).   
The email had been set up correctly.   
The table is appropriate and all values are aligned.   
There is a working link between pages and there is evidence of the candidate changing the 
code. There was no evidence to suggest the underline had been used.   

  



Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Information and Communication Technology Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – December 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019 

21 

Task B3a 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 3 marks. 
This response has a suitable chart with an appropriate title and both X and Y axes have 
appropriate labels. It achieves the full 3 marks.   
There were few instances where a pie chart had been included and most candidates 
achieved between 2 and 3 marks. 

 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 
This response had included the cost references A to F with correct values and an 
appropriate title with reference to discounts. However, there were no labels on the X or Y 
axis so the third mark could not be awarded. Where full marks were not awarded, it tended 
to be for the lack of axes labelling.  

 

  

Exemplar response B 
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Task B4ci 

 
Mark scheme 

 
 

Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 3 marks. 
This response has carried out the task as required and met the three criteria of the mark 
scheme. The quality of the screenshot is not excellent but better than many others in this 
cohort. If the screenshot is not clear, the examiner may be unable to see the work that the 
candidate has done and may not be able to award marks. It is essential that the quality of 
the printed work is good enough to ensure that it can be seen clearly. 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  
 
This response was given 1 mark. 
This response has included the screenshot to show a link to the spreadsheet (the last mark 
on the mark scheme). There is no evidence to suggest that the link has been included on 
the final slide or that it uses an appropriate title.  

 

Exemplar response B 
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