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Introduction  
 
1.1 About this booklet 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in 4HI1/02 History specification. The Paper 2 exemplar materials will 
enable teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions from a selection of the 
options in Sections A and B from the June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate 
responses to questions and how examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate 
how student responses should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each item covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Question 
• Mark scheme 
• Exemplar responses for the selected question 
• Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by 

examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and, where relevant, 
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 
NB Responses are marked according to the generic mark scheme with further guidance given 
in question-specific indicative content. For each question exemplified, both generic and 
indicative content have been provided. 
 
The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses.  
 
Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and 
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 
 

1.3 Further support 
A range of materials is available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Principal 
Examiner’s Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-history-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-history-2017.html
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1.4 Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 
 
 % in 

International 
GCSE 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 
key features and characteristics of the periods 
studied 

34% 

AO2 Explain, analyse and make judgements about 
historical events and periods studied using second-
order historical concepts 

 
36% 

AO3 Use a range of source material to comprehend, interpret 
and cross-refer sources 

15% 

AO4 Analyse and evaluate historical interpretations in the 
context of historical events studied 

15% 
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Section A  
 
Part question (a) 
 
Generic mark scheme 

 

T  
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Question A1(a) 
 
Option 1: The origins and course of the First World War 
 
Describe TWO features of EITHER the Triple Alliance OR the Bosnian Crisis 
(1908–09).              

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

To score well on this question, candidates are required to identify two features of the 
Bosnian Crisis and demonstrate an understanding of the crisis by providing relevant and 
precise information. Although the answer might have concentrated a little more on the 
events of the crisis, two features are identified, and knowledge is used to explain them. 

 
 

Exemplar response  
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Question A2(a) 
 
Option 2 Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905-24 
 
Describe TWO features of EITHER the Potemkin Mutiny OR the influence of 
Rasputin.              

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

The essence of this question is that it tests Assessment Objective 1. So, candidates are not 
asked to provide explanations of the causes or consequences of the given topic. Instead, 
candidates are expected to demonstrate an understanding of the topic by providing 
relevant and precise information about its features. Features of a period can include 
aspects such as attitudes and relationships as well as relevant events. In some cases, 
however, candidates will show such an understanding and demonstrate their historical 
knowledge of the context and features of the event, while also including treatment of 
second order concepts, such as cause, consequence or change. Under such 
circumstances, marks can be awarded. The response given here is an example of such an 
approach. 

 
 
 
 

Exemplar response  
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Question A3(a) 
 
Option 3: The USA, 1918-41 
 

Describe TWO features of EITHER mass production OR the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 
 
Generic mark scheme 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

The response has not demonstrated a good knowledge and understanding of the period 
of study. At best, it provides a little evidence to show that mass production was something 
to do with the boom, involved production lines and Henry Ford had something to do with 
it. Consequently, it was marked at low Level 2. 

 

Exemplar response  
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Part question (b) 
 
Generic mark scheme 
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Question A1(b) 
 
Option 1: The origins and course of the First World War 
 
How far does Source A support the evidence of Source B about the Battle of 
Jutland? Explain your answer. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

The response has made a strong case for similarity between the sources, providing 
effective quotations to establish that there were losses on both sides. There is an element 
of non-corroboration in the suggestion that one source suggests that British losses were 
greater and the Germans victorious, but this is not supported in the other source. Such an 
approach takes the answer into Level 2, but there is no consideration of the extent of 
support, so Level 3 is not reached. 

Exemplar response   
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Question A3(b) 
 
Option 3: USA, 1918-41 
 
How far does Source A support the evidence of Source B about the impact of 
prohibition? 
 

Generic mark scheme 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 8 marks. 

This is an excellent response. The candidate has interrogated the sources to find agreement 
about the negative side of prohibition and about attempts to overcome the restrictions on 
the supply of drink. Disagreement in the sources is also highlighted with reference to the 
impact of prohibition. An attempt is made, whilst explaining similarity and difference, to 
consider the extent of agreement/disagreement, using terms such as ‘directly contrasts’. 
The final paragraph draws this discussion on the extent of similarity together in an effective 
and convincing manner. 
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Part question (c) 
 
Generic mark scheme 
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Question A1(c) 
 
Option 1: The origins and course of the First World War 
 
Extract C suggests the German navy did not pose a threat to Britain in the 
First World War. 
 
How far do you agree with this interpretation? 
 
Use Extract C, Sources A and B and your own knowledge to explain your 
answer. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  Exemp    
 

 

 
Paste yo      
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 10 marks. 

The response uses evidence from the sources and the extract to show that there are 
different judgements which can be made about the interpretation. Evidence from the 
sources to support the interpretation is a little weak, but there is good use of contextual 
knowledge in explaining the points made. Where the response is disappointing is in 
making an overall judgement. The response goes ‘straight into’ addressing the answer and 
the conclusion is superficial. It is this lack of convincing overall judgement which 
prevented the responses from achieving a higher mark. 
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Question A2(c) 
 
Option 2 Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905-24 
 
Extract C suggests that the main reason for the overthrow of the Provisional 
Government was the actions of the Bolsheviks. 
 
How far do you agree with this interpretation? 
 
Use Extract C, Sources A and B and your own knowledge to explain your 
answer. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  
 

 

 
Paste yo      
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

26 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

The response agrees with the hypothesis that the main reason the Provisional 
Government was overthrown was the actions of the Bolsheviks. However, there is very 
limited analysis of the provided materials to support this argument and the judgement is 
asserted, rather than justified. There are some valid comments and a suggestion of 
contextual knowledge, so a mark at the lower end of Level 2 was awarded.  
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Question A3(c) 
 
Option 3: The USA, 1918-41 

 
Extract C suggests that prohibition did enormous damage to American 
society. 
 
How far do you agree with this interpretation? 
 
Use Extract C, Sources A and B and your own knowledge to explain your 
answer. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

31 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 16 marks. 

This is an impressive response. The candidate has addressed all four components of the 
mark scheme at the highest level. In evaluating the interpretation, the response considers 
a number of alternative views before coming to a judgment, extensive use is made of 
Sources A and B and Extract C, and contextual knowledge is woven into the explanation 
throughout the response. There is a sustained and coherent judgement, which is 
established at the beginning of the response, referred to throughout and revisited and 
reinforced in a highly effective conclusion. This is clearly a top Level 4 response. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

35 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

There is some evidence of source use, with reference to Source A and Extract C, and a 
valid comment is offered to agree with the interpretation. Towards the end of the 
response, relevant contextual knowledge is included and linked to the evaluation. These 
are rewardable at Level 2, but as the candidate does not consider alternative views and 
is, therefore, not able to come to a meaningful judgement about the validity of the 
interpretation, a mark in the middle of the range was awarded.  
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Section B  
 

Part question (a) 
 
Generic mark scheme 
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Question B2(a) 
 
Option 2: Changes in Medicine, 1848-c1948 
 
Explain TWO ways in which the role of women in medical care during the 
First World War was similar to the role of women in medical care during the 
Second World War.   
 
 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

The candidate has argued that there were two distinct similarities in the work of women 
in the two wars. An analysis of the response suggests, however, that the argument is, in 
reality, limited to suggesting that in both wars they were able to play a significant role in 
providing medical care. Some specific (though not always accurate) information has 

Exemplar response     
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been provided to support the explanation, so a mark towards the top end of Level 2 was 
awarded.  

 

Question B5(a) 
 
Option 5 The Changing Role of international organisations: the league 
and the UN, 1919-C2011 
 
Explain TWO ways in which the UN’s involvement in the invasion of Iraq in 
1991 was different from the UN’s involvement in the invasion of Iraq in 
2003. 
 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

The candidate clearly explains the differences between the UN’s role in the 1991 and 
2003 invasions. The response, correctly, concentrates on writing about UN involvement, 
whereas some candidates strayed into explaining the general differences between the 
invasions themselves. 
 
The response finds two differences, in terms of the response of the UN and the impact 
on its reputation and the need for the UN to be involved at all. Each difference is 

Exemplar response     
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supported with contextual knowledge and genuine comparisons have been made. Thus, 
a mark at the top of Level 3 was awarded. 

 

 

Part question (b) 
 

Generic mark scheme 
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Question B5(b) 
 
Option 5 The Changing Role of international organisations: the league and 
the UN, 1919-C2011 

 
Explain TWO causes of the UN’s success in Mozambique (1990–94). 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response    
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 8 marks. 

The candidate has correctly identified two causes of the UN’s success in Mozambique, the 
end of the Cold War and the desire within the country for peace. The response clearly 
identifies and analyses two causes and provides accurate and relevant material to support 
the explanation.  
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Question B6(b) 
 
Option 6: The changing nature of warfare and international conflict 1919-
2011 
 
Explain TWO causes of Allied success against German U-boats in the Atlantic 
during the Second World War. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 5 marks. 

The candidate has identified two reasons for the success of the Allies in defeating the 
German U-boat threat. Neither example is well-developed, but there is a degree of specific 
information provided to support the explanation and a mark at the top of Level 2 was 
therefore awarded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exemplar response    
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Question B7(b) 
 
Option 7: The Middle East: conflict, crisis and change, 1917-2012 

 
Explain TWO causes of the Suez Crisis (1956). 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response    
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 7 marks. 

The response shows that the candidate clearly recognises the importance of Nasser in the 
Suez Canal. The first paragraph of the answer explains how his support for Arab 
nationalism led to the nationalisation of the Suez Canal and forced Britain and France to 
take action, causing the ‘Suez crisis’. The second point made is that Egypt’s growing 
closeness to the Soviet Union offended the USA, which took action that resulted in 
Nasser’s nationalisation. The link between this nationalisation and the crisis is less well 
developed in this paragraph, so full marks were not awarded. 
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Part question (c) 
 
Generic mark scheme 
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Targets: AO1 (7 marks) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features 
              and characteristics of the periods studied. 
 
               AO2 (9 marks) Explain, analyse and make judgements about historical events 

                 and periods studied using second-order historical concepts. 
  

Level 
 

Mark 
 

Descriptor 

  
0 

 
No rewardable material. 

 
1 

 
1–4 

 
• A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and 

organisation. [AO2] 
• Limited knowledge of the topic is shown. [AO1] 
• The overall judgement is missing or asserted. [AO2] 

 
2 

 
5–8 

 
• An explanation is given, showing limited analysis and with implicit 
links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some 
development and organisation of material but a line of reasoning is 
not sustained. [AO2] 
 
•  Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some 
 knowledge and understanding of the period. [AO1] 
 
• The overall judgement is given but its justification is asserted or 

insecure. [AO2] 
 

Maximum 6 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond two aspects. 
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3 

 
9–12 

 
• An explanation is given, showing some analysis that is mainly 
directed at the conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of 
reasoning that is generally sustained, although some passages may 
lack coherence and organisation. [AO2] 
 
• Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good 
knowledge and understanding of the required features or 
characteristics of the period studied. [AO1] 
 
• The overall judgement is given with some justification, but some 
criteria selected for the required judgement are left implicit or not 
validly applied. [AO2] 
 

Maximum 10 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond two aspects. 
 

 
 
4 

 
13–16 

 
• An analytical explanation is given that is directed consistently at the conceptual focus 

of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent, sustained and logically 
structured. [AO2] 

• Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question 
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required features 
or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1] 

• Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in the process of reaching 
the overall judgement. [AO2] 

 
No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond two aspects.  
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Question B2(c)(ii) 
 
Option 2: Changes in Medicine, 1848-c1948 
 
How significant was the work of Robert Koch in improvements in medicine in 
the years 1860–1914? 

 
You may use the following in your answer: 

• Robert Koch’s work on bacteriology 
• the magic bullet. 

 
You must also use information of your own. 
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Indicative mark scheme  
 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

55 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 16 marks. 

This is an excellent response. The candidate shows an appreciation of the importance of a 
number of factors in the introduction and carries through the response in a coherent and 
logical manner. There is very good understanding shown of Koch’s contribution, with the 
suggestion that he ‘paved the way for the study of bacteriology’; magic bullets are explained 
as having paved the way for later developments in medicine, and the importance of the 
work of Marie Curie is explained and the developments which came from it are highlighted. 
The conclusion is particularly impressive as it includes a comparison of the relative 
importance of the factors, rather than just asserting that one was more important than the 
others. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

This candidate provides an explanation that Koch was important because he was able to 
link specific germs to specific illnesses, which takes the response into Level 2. However, 
much of the answer is generalised, limited knowledge of the topic is demonstrated and 
the overall judgement is merely asserted. These elements do not go beyond Level 1, and 
so the answer just tips over into Level 2. 
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Question B4(c)(ii) 
 
Option 4: China: conflict, crisis and change 1919-2011  
 

How far was the Agrarian Reform Law the key turning point in the way 
agriculture was organised in the years 1949–89?   
 

You may use the following in your answer: 
• The Agrarian Reform Law (1950) 
• Deng’s agricultural reforms. 

 
You must also use information of your own. 

 

 
 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 10 marks. 

The candidate shows a good understanding of the characteristics of China at the time and 
explains the importance of the work of Deng, the up to the mountains and down to the 
villages campaign and the Agrarian Reform Law. There is a generally sustained line of 
reasoning, though some historical inaccuracy and, perhaps the need for more factual 
support, is present. The candidate gives some justification for the overall judgment that the 
Agrarian Reform Law was the most important development because it was a ‘catalyst for 
change’ but there is no consideration of the law’s importance when compared to other 
developments. Such an analysis would have lifted the response into Level 4.  
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Question B5(c)(i) 
 
Option 5: The changing role of international organisations: the league and 
the UN,1919-C2011 
 
How far did the Great Powers weaken the international organisations in  
the years 1930–75? 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 
• the Abyssinia Crisis (1935–36) 
• the Korean War (1950–53). 

You must also use information of your own. 
 

 
 
 

Indicative mark scheme 
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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

68 

Exemplar response A 
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_ 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 12 marks. 

The candidate shows a good understanding of the way in which the actions of Britain and 
France weakened the League of Nations. An explanation is given and the analysis is largely 
focused on the question given. There is a good explanation of the way in which the UN was 
able to rise above pressure from the Soviet Union in order to carry out its work in Korea. 
Accurate and relevant information is included, though the section on the Korean War is less 
impressive with some factual error. The candidate provides an overall judgement, with 
some justification. The response was therefore marked at the top of Level 3. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 8 marks. 

The candidate shows some understanding of the role of the great powers in undermining 
the League and the United Nations, but the response suffers from factual inaccuracies. 
 
An explanation of the role of the great powers in undermining the League in Abyssinia is 
given, but this explanation is not sustained and the analysis of the Manchurian crisis is 
superficial. There is some understanding of the events in Korea and the response has a 
degree of factual support, though this is not always accurate. 
 
The overall judgement is asserted with little attempt to justify the conclusion reached. 
Consequently, the response was marked at Level 2. 
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Question B6(c)(ii)  
 
Option 6: The changing nature of warfare and international conflict 
1919-2011 
 
How far did developments in technology and communications change 
warfare in the years 1945–2011? 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 
• nuclear weapons 
• the use of drones. 

 
You must also use information of your own. 

 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

76 

 
 
 

 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 8 marks. 

This response is heavily narrative-based. The candidate has provided a significant amount 
of historical information about the development of weapons during this period but has not 
focused on how far technology and communications brought about a change in warfare. As 
the question has not been addressed directly, the response cannot make a judgement on 
the validity of the statement made and the overall mark awarded was restricted to Level 2.  
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Question B7(c)(ii) 
 
Option 7: The Middle East: conflict, crisis and change 1917-2012 
 

How far was the Yom Kippur War the key turning point in international 
involvement in the Middle East in the years 1956–93?  

 

You may use the following in your answer: 
• the Yom Kippur War (1973) 
• the Oslo Peace Accords (1993). 

You must also use information of your own. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

78 

Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response  
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 16 marks. 

An extremely impressive response. The candidate has provided a well-reasoned justification 
for Yom Kippur being a major turning point in international involvement in the Middle East 
and has included excellent factual support. However, the response also considers the 
claims of the Oslo Accords and the change in the Great Power involvement in the region, 
before applying clear criteria for the judgement that Yom Kippur was the most significant 
turning point. 



For information about Pearson Qualifications, including Pearson Edexcel, 
BTEC and LCCI qualifications visit qualifications.pearson.com

Edexcel and BTEC are registered trademarks of Pearson Education Limited

Pearson Education Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 872828 
Registered Office:  80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL

VAT Reg No GB 278 537121

Getty Images: Alex Belmonlinsky


	Introduction
	1.1 About this booklet
	1.2 How to use this booklet
	1.3 Further support
	1.4 Assessment objectives
	Exemplar response

	Section A 
	Part question (a)
	Generic mark scheme
	Question A1(a)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 

	Question A2(a)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 

	Question A3(a)
	Generic mark scheme
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 

	Part question (b)
	Generic mark scheme
	/
	Question A1(b)
	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response 

	Question A3(b)
	Option 3: USA, 1918-41
	Generic mark scheme
	/
	Indicative mark scheme
	Part question (c)
	Generic mark scheme
	Question A1(c)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response 

	Question A2(c)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response 

	Question A3(c)
	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response A
	/
	Exemplar response B

	Section B 
	Part question (a)
	Generic mark scheme
	/
	Question B2(a)
	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response 

	Question B5(a)
	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response 

	Part question (b)
	Generic mark scheme
	/
	Question B5(b)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response

	Question B6(b)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response

	Question B7(b)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 
	Exemplar response
	Exemplar response

	Part question (c)
	Generic mark scheme
	Question B2(c)(ii)
	Indicative mark scheme 
	Exemplar response A
	/
	Exemplar response B

	Question B4(c)(ii)
	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 

	Question B5(c)(i)
	Exemplar response B

	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response A

	Question B6(c)(ii) 
	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response 

	Question B7(c)(ii)
	FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EDEXCEL, BTEC OR LCCI QUALIFICATIONS VISIT QUALIFICATIONS.PEARSON.COM

	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response 




