
INTERNATIONAL 
GCSE
History (9-1)
EXEMPLARS WITH EXAMINER COMMENTARIES
PAPER 1
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History (4HI1)



Contents 
 

Introduction 1 
1.1 About this booklet 1 
1.2 How to use this booklet 1 
1.3 Further support 1 
1.4 Assessment objectives 2 

Question 3(a) 3 
Exemplar response A 5 

Exemplar response B 6 
Question 3(b) 7 

Exemplar response A 9 

Exemplar response B 11 

Exemplar response C 12 
Question 3(c)(i) 13 

Exemplar response A 17 

Exemplar response B 19 
Question 5(a) 22 

Exemplar response A 24 

Exemplar response B 25 
Question 5(c)(i) 26 

Exemplar response A 30 

Exemplar response B 32 
Question 6(a) 35 

Exemplar response A 37 

Exemplar response B 38 
Question 6(b) 39 

Exemplar response A 41 

Exemplar response B 43 
Question 6(c)(i) 44 

Exemplar response A 48 

Exemplar response B 52 
 
 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

1 

Introduction  
 
1.1 About this booklet 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers in delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in History (4HI1) specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable 
teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 3, 5 and 6 from the June 
2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how examiners 
have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each item covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Question 
• Mark scheme 
• Exemplar responses for the selected question 
• Exemplification of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, 

accompanied by examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and 
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 
The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses.  
 
Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and 
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 
 
 

1.3 Further support 
A range of materials is available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Principal 
Examiner’s Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-history-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-history-2017.html
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1.4 Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 
 
 % in 

International 
GCSE 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 
key features and characteristics of the periods 
studied 

34% 

AO2 Explain, analyse and make judgements about 
historical events and periods studied using second-
order historical concepts 

 
36% 

AO3 Use a range of source material to comprehend, interpret 
and cross-refer sources 

15% 

AO4 Analyse and evaluate historical interpretations in the 
context of historical events studied 

15% 
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Question 3(a) 
Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45 
 
(a) What impression does the author give about the French occupation of the 

Ruhr? 
 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

The answer has a clearly inferred impression about the French occupation of the Ruhr 
which is that the occupation ‘ was a brutal event whereby France and Belgium imposed 
their rule over the Germans’. 
This inference is then supported by selected examples from the extract, e.g. ‘savagely’, 
‘beat’, ‘expelled’ and ‘executed’. There is also a consideration and analysis of the author’s 
selection and treatment of material in the extract. The candidate indicates that the author 
includes details of the occupation, e.g. ‘60,000 French and Belgian soldiers’, but omits 
evidence such as ‘Germany defaulting reparations payment’, which suggests that the author 
has focused only on French and Belgian ‘violation of German rights’ in order to create an 
impression of the occupation of the Ruhr. 
The answer, therefore, fully satisfies the mark scheme requirements of Level 3 and was 
awarded the maximum mark.   

 
  

Exemplar response A 
 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

6 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The answer does not have a clearly inferred impression. The answer has some 
comprehension and paraphrasing of the extract, e.g. ‘expelled’, ‘arrested’ and ‘the whole of 
Germany was outraged by the occupation’. The answer moves away from the focus of the 
question with brief consideration of what the effect of occupation was, e.g. ‘major economic 
problems for Germany’; however, this is not based on the content of the extract. Therefore, 
the answer does not move out of Level 1 of the mark scheme and was awarded 2 marks. If 
an impression had been clearly inferred and the comprehension that is in the answer used 
to support the inference, then a mark within Level 2 of the mark scheme would have been 
awarded. 

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 3(b) 
Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45 
 
(b) Explain two effects of the Locarno Treaties on Germany. 
 
Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 8 marks. 

This answer has two clearly identified effects of the Locarno Treaties and their outcomes on 
Germany. The first effect on Germany is that they lead to ‘an easing of tensions between 
the European nations’, and that this meant something like the Ruhr invasion of Germany 
could not happen again. This is then supported by explaining that the post-war established 
borders were accepted by Germany and that countries would not ‘violate them’.  
The second effect is that they led to Germany’s acceptance as a member of the League of 
Nations. This then put Germany in a positive position within the international community. 
This answer clearly analyses features of the period to explain consequence and outcome, 
has accurate and relevant knowledge and, therefore, satisfies both AO2 and AO1 in Level 3 
of the mark scheme and was awarded the highest mark. 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

This answer was awarded 7 marks which puts it securely in Level 3. The first effect of the 
Locarno Treaties on Germany is that it allowed Germany back into the international 
community, which then allowed Germany to join the League of Nations. The second effect is 
that the Treaties gave Germany military stability and security. This is supported by 
knowledge that Locarno secured Germany’s borders, which brought security. This answer 
could have been strengthened with more AO1, e.g. Locarno meant that Germany and 
France formally accepted the decisions made at The Treaty of Versailles, and that any 
invasion by either would be seen as an act of war. 

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

This answer is generalized throughout and does not clearly identify two effects of the 
Locarno Treaties on Germany. The first few sentences lack relevance; however, there is 
then the suggestion that the Treaties helped Germany join the League of Nations and that it 
would benefit Germany. This is a simple comment about an effect. In the second paragraph, 
while the comment about ‘surrender’ is valid, the claim is overstated in implying that ‘it 
angered the Germans’, so there is a lack of precision. 

 
 
  

Exemplar response C 
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Question 3(c)(i) 
Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918-45 
 
(c)(i) ‘Party reorganization was the main reason why the Nazi Party survived 

in the years 1924-28.’ 

 

How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 

• Party reorganization 

• the impact of the Munich Putsch. 
 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

This answer achieved a mid-level 2 mark. There is an attempt to give an explanation 
showing limited analysis with implicit links to the conceptual focus. There is some attempt 
at development but the reasoning is not sustained. There is some relevant and accurate 
material but the overall judgement is asserted. The first paragraph contains some 
information that predates 1924, and while this is not inaccurate, it does not explain ‘re-
organisation’ in the question period. There is an attempt to suggest the impact of the 
Munich Putsch was significant but is mostly descriptive rather than about the consequence 
on the Party. The answer then drifts beyond 1928. A clear focus on the question and the 
date range would have allowed this answer to move into Level 3. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 14 marks. 

This answer was awarded a mark in Level 4. There is analysis directed at the conceptual 
focus of the question, which is to make a judgement about whether or not party re-
organisation was the main reason for Nazi Party survival in the years 1924-28. In the first 
paragraph, there is some discussion of aspects of party re-organisation which led to 
increased membership and this was done against a background of the Locarno honeymoon 
and Stresemann’s successes. In the second paragraph, there is consideration of the effect 
of the Munich Putsch on the Nazi Party, and this in then judged against the role of party  
re-organisation. Therefore, the candidate has introduced some criteria of judgement. In the 
third paragraph, a third factor is considered: the role of the SA. The conclusion then gives 
an overall judgement. The answer could have been further strengthened with more 
precisely selected information regarding party re-organisation. 
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Question 5(a) 
Dictatorship and conflict in the USSR, 1924-53 
 

(a) What impression does the author give about Trotsky’s suitability to be 
leader of the USSR? 

 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

The answer begins with a clearly stated inference that the impression is that ‘Trotsky is 
extremely suitable to be leader of the USSR’. This impression is then supported by some 
comprehension of the extract and selection of material. Therefore, the answer fully satisfies 
Level 2 of the mark scheme. To move into the Level 3 the answer would require analysis of 
the author’s selection and treatment of material. 

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

The answer begins with a clearly stated inference that the impression is that the author 
shows a positive impression for Trotsky’s suitability’. This impression is then supported by 
some comprehension of the extract and selection of material regarding Trotsky’s 
leadership. Therefore, the answer fully satisfies Level 2 of the mark scheme. To move into 
the Level 3 the answer would require analysis of the author’s selection and treatment of 
material and this could have been achieved by considering the choice of language used by 
the author in order to create the impression. 

 
 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 5(c)(i) 
Dictatorship and conflict in the USSR, 1924-53 
 
(c)(i)  ‘The main reason for the purges of the 1930s was Kirov’s murder’. 
 

How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 

• Kirov’s murder 

• Stalin’s insecurity 
 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 12 marks. 

This answer satisfied all the elements in Level 3 and was, therefore, awarded a mark at the 
top of the level. A judgement is made in the opening sentence, though at that point is not 
justified. The next paragraph considers the main reason being ‘Stalin’s insecurities’. There is 
an explanation of this (AO2) and some accurate and relevant information (AO1). The next 
paragraph then considers Kirov’s murder as a reason for the purges. Again, there is 
explanation (AO2) and some accurate and relevant information (AO1). In the next 
paragraph, a third reason is considered - that of the issue of the army, and again there is 
explanation in relation to the conceptual focus (AO2) and some accurate and relevant 
information (AO1). The conclusion states that while Kirov’s murder was a trigger, the reason 
for the purges was Stalin’s insecurity. The judgement has some justification by stating that 
Stalin’s insecurity was more important but the criteria for that judgement are not given 
explicitly. The answer seems to be implying that fear of being overthrown was more 
fundamental and Kirov’s murder was simply an opportunity to launch the purges. To move 
this answer into Level 4, this aspect of applying criteria in the process of reaching a 
judgement, rather than just stating them, needs to present. 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

33 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 9 marks. 

The answer was awarded 9 marks, which places it just into Level 3. There is a general 
introduction which makes a judgement about Kirov’s murder and suggests there are other 
reasons for the purges of the 1930s. There is then some discussion of the murder of Kirov 
and why Stalin wanted to purge him, followed by a reference to Stalin’s insecurity and 
personality. There is then the suggestion that Stalin desired to spread communism, a 
reference to Trotsky and the aim that Stalin wanted to eliminate the threat to communism. 
These points are stated rather than developed. There is a conclusion that attempts to draw 
these points together to support a judgement. There is an explanation here (AO2) but it 
lacks precisely selected knowledge (AO1). The judgement is more than asserted but lacks 
the application of criteria. Therefore, there are elements of Level 2 as well as Level 3, so the 
best fit is low Level 3. 
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Question 6(a) 
A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72 
 
(a) What impression does the author give about relations between the 

allies at the Tehran Conference? 
 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

This answer starts by stating that the impression is ‘that there is tension between the allies 
at the Tehran conference’. There is then some comprehension of the extract and some 
paraphrasing to support that impression. There is little attempt to show how the author 
conveys the impression by the use of selection and treatment. Therefore, the answer only 
just satisfies Level 2. 

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

This answer is not focused on an impression given about ‘relations between the allies’, and 
the suggested inference is not implied in the extract. The inference must relate to the 
impression that the author is giving in the extract. As a consequence, despite a paragraph 
of writing, there is ‘no rewardable material’ in relation to the assessment objectives for this 
question and the only mark that could be awarded is 0.  

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 6(b) 
A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72 
 
(b) Explain two effects of the thaw in relations between the USA and the 

Soviet Union from 1963 on the Cold War. 
 
Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

42 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

This answer was awarded 7 marks, which puts it securely in Level 3. The first effect of a 
thaw in relations between the USA and the USSR is the introduction of the ‘Hotline’ in 1963. 
The effect is that it improved relations and showed that the two powers wanted to  
co-operate. This first effect could have been strengthened by adding some more AO1 to 
support the AO2, e.g. the ‘hotline’ meant that if issues got out of hand between the two 
powers, as they had almost done over Cuba, a direct communication line would help in 
settling disputes. The second paragraph explains a further effect of the thaw as attempts to 
overcome the arms race, e.g. the Test Ban Treaty and the Non-Proliferation Treaty. The Salt 
Treaty is also referenced. The explanation of the second effect, both in terms of AO1 and 
AO2, is stronger that the first effect.  
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

This answer was awarded 5 marks, which puts it at the top of Level 2. The first effect of the 
thaw is generalised. It is suggested that economic improvement came as a consequence of 
the Teat Ban Treaty and reduced arms spending. The second effect has some focus on the 
Outer Space Treaty and suggests that this also led to decreased spending. While both 
effects are supported by some specific information, the analysis is generalised and does not 
fully support the outcome.  
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Question 6(c)(i) 
A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72 
 

(c) ‘The main reason for the development of the development of the Cold 
War, in the years 1945-49, was the actions of the Soviet Union in 
Eastern Europe’. 
 
How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 

• Soviet actions in Eastern Europe 

• the Truman Doctrine. 
 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 16 marks. 

This answer was awarded the top marks in Level 4. The early part of the answer asserts that 
the candidate agrees with the issue raised by the question, but only to a certain extent. The 
candidate then suggests other reasons for consideration before suggesting what they 
consider to be the most important. The issue raised by the question: actions of the Soviet 
Union are then discussed. The Truman Doctrine is then considered. The candidate then 
considers the ‘Telegram’, and these factors are judged against each other. Therefore, 
establishing criteria for overall judgement. Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain Speech is also 
considered. The answer is analytical rather than descriptive, an argument is suggested and 
then developed and criteria are used in reaching an overall judgement. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 10 marks. 

This answer was awarded 10 marks, which places it in the lower part of Level 3. In the 
introduction, there is a judgement about the significance of the action of the Soviet Union in 
relation to the development of the Cold War and a suggestion that there are other factors 
to consider: the west’s fear of communism and the Truman Doctrine. In the paragraph that 
follows, there is some consideration of the actions of the Soviet Union and reference made 
to the ‘iron curtain’. AO1 is not strong in this paragraph, but AO2 is in that there is some 
analysis based on the conceptual focus of the question. There is then some consideration 
of the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Aid is referenced. This response gets a mark at the 
lower end of Level 3 because there is some explanation given, there is some relevant 
knowledge (though this is best located as Level 2 AO1), and there is a judgement given, but 
the criteria are implicit. This answer could be improved with the inclusion of more 
accurately selected knowledge and criteria established and applied that would support the 
overall judgement. 
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