)Pearson

INTERNATIONAL GCSE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE 4EAI

Switching from Cambridge International or OxfordAQA to Pearson Edexcel



Cambridge IGCSE English -
First Language (0990)
Available November and June

OxfordAQA International
GCSE English Language (9270)
Available November and June

Pearson Edexcel International
GCSE English Language A
(4EA1/4XEA1)
Available November and June

Notes

Overview

All candidates take two equally
weighted components. Paper],
and one of Paper 2 or Component
3 (NEA). Optional Spoken
Language Endorsement also
available.

Linear.

All candidates take components.
Paper1(60%), and then Route A or
Route B (eachworth 40%). Route A
is an examination; Route Bisanon-
exam assessment (NEA). Optional
spokenlanguage endorsementis
also available.

Linear.

4EAT1 (Linear)

All candidates take one compulsory
examination worth 60% of the
overall grade (Component1).
Candidates then choose between
Component 2 (an examination) or
Component 3 (anon-exam
assessment), eachworth 40%.
Optional spokenlanguage
endorsement available

On-Screen Option.

4XEA1 (Modular)

All candidates take two compulsory
units, both examinations. Unit Tis
worth 60% (matches Component 1
of Linear); Unit 2is 40% (matches
Component 2 of Linear). Optional
Spoken Language Endorsement
also available.

On-Screen Option.

Pearson offers
Modular pathway
that offers greater
flexibility.

Pearsonalso
offersanon-
screen optionthat
canreachawider
range of
candidates.




Assessment Objectives

AO1Reading
R1demonstrate understanding of
explicitmeanings

R2 demonstrate understanding of
implicitmeanings and attitudes

R3 analyse, evaluate and develop
facts, ideas and opinions, using
appropriate support from the text

R4 demonstrate understanding of
how writers achieve effects and
influence readers

R5 select and use information for
specific purposes

AO2 Writing

W1 articulate experience and
express whatis thought, felt and
imagined

W2 organise and structure facts,
ideas and opinions for deliberate
effect

AO1Reading

R1Read and understand texts,
selecting and utilising material
appropriate to purpose

R2 Collate and synthesise detail
from one ormore sources, making
cross-references and
comparisons as appropriate

R3 Develop and sustain
interpretations of writers’ ideas
and perspectives.

R4 Explain and evaluate how
writers use linguistic, grammatical,
structural and presentational
featuresto achieve effects and
engage andinfluence thereader

AO2 Writing

W1 Communicate clearly,
effectively andimaginatively; use
and adapt forms and select
vocabulary appropriate to task
and purpose inways that engage
thereader.

Reading

AO1Read andunderstand a variety
of texts, selecting and interpreting
information, ideas and perspectives

AO2 Understand and analyse how
writers use linguistic and structural
devicesto achieve their effects

AO3 Explore links and connections
between writers’ ideas and
perspectives, as well as how these
are conveyed

Writing

AO4 Communicate effectively and
imaginatively, adapting form, tone
andregister of writing for specific
purposes and audiences

Reading
Pearsondoesn’t
assessimplicitvs
explicit meanings.

Pearsondoesn’t
assess collation
and synthesis of
detail.

Cambridge and
OAQA specifically
assess evaluation.




W3 use arange of vocabulary and
sentence structures appropriate
to context

W4 use language appropriate to
purpose and to engage the
audience

W5 make accurate use of spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

AO3 Speaking and Listening
SL1articulate experience and
express whatis thought, felt and
imagined

SL2 present facts, ideas and
opinions for deliberate effect
SL3 communicate clearly,
purposefully and fluently
appropriate to context

SL4 useregisterappropriate to
context

SL5 listenandrespond
appropriately in conversation

W2 Use arange of sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and
effect.

W3 Organise information and
ideasinto sentences, paragraphs
and whole texts; use a variety of
linguistic and structural

features to support cohesionand
overall coherence.

W4 Demonstrate technical
accuracy ingrammar, punctuation
and spelling.

AO3 Speaking and Listening
(optional endorsement)
SL1Communicate clearly and
purposefully; structure and sustain
talk, and use avariety of
techniques as appropriate.

SL2 Prepare and develop ideas
and concepts; listen and respond
to questions about these.

SL3 Interact with others, shaping
meanings through comments,
responses to questions and
drawingideas together.

AOS5 Write clearly, using arange of
vocabulary and

sentence structures, with
appropriate paragraphing and
accurate spelling, grammar and
punctuation

Spoken Language

AOé6

e demonstrate presentation skillsin
aformal setting

e listen andrespond appropriately
to spoken

language, including to questions
and feedback to presentations

e use spoken Standard English
effectivelyin

speeches and presentations




Assessments

Paper1: Reading

Written paper, 2 hours, 80 marks.
Candidates answer four
compulsory questions on three
unseentexts whichmay be ona
similar topic.

e Question1Comprehension (20
marks) this question requires
candidates torespondto Text
A.

e Question2 Summary task (20
marks) this question requires
candidates torespondto Text
B.

e Question 3 Short-answer
questions and language task
(20 marks) this question
requires candidates to
respondto Text C.

e Question 4 Extendedresponse
toreading (20 marks) this
questionrequires candidates
torespondto Text Cin250-
300 words.

Paper1: Literary non-fiction and

composition

Written paper, 2 hours, 80 marks.

e Studentsanswerall questions
from Section Aand answerone
question from Section B.

e Thepassage forthereading
section on Paper1will be literary
non-fiction e.g. autobiography,
biography, letters, memoirand
travel/adventure writing.

e The writing section will consist
of three tasks from which
students choose one:
descriptive/imaginative/argum
entative ordiscursive.

SectionA - Literary non-fiction (40
marks)

Studentswill be given asingle text
for close study. The text willbe
dividedinto sections with
questions. At least one question
willrelate to the whole text.

Paper1: Non-fiction and
Transactional Writing

Written examination: 2 hours 15
minutes, 90 marks

Overview:

e Linked to the contemporary non-
fiction texts from Part 1of the
Pearson EdexcelInternational
GCSE English Anthology.

e Develop skills to analyse how
writers use linguistic and structural
devicesto achieve their effects.

e Explore links and connections
between writers’ ideas and
perspectives.

e Develop transactional writing skills
foravariety of purposes and
audiences.

e Use spelling, punctuation and
grammar accurately.

Candidates provided with
anthology text in examination.

Section A - Reading (45 marks):

A mixture of short and long answer
questionsrelated to anon-fiction
from Part 1of the Anthology and one
previously unseen extract

Paper1.

Allexam options
have anunseen
text element;
Pearsonbalances
this with a studied
text (open book).




Paper 2: Directed Writing and
Composition

Written paper, 2 hours, 80 marks.
Candidates answer two
questions, one fromeach section
(one question from a choice of
fourin Section B). Section Alinks
to two unseen texts which are
providedin aninsert.

2027 Spec has altered the
structure of SectionA.

Section A: Directed Writing (40
marks)

2024-2027 Spec

Candidates answerone
compulsory question on one or
two texts totalling 650-750 words
inlength.

Section B-Composition (40
marks):

There will be three tasks from
which students choose one:
descriptive, imaginative,
argumentative and/or discursive.

Paper 2: Source-based reading
and directed writing

Written paper, 2 hours, 80 marks.

e Students answer all questions
from Section Aand answer one
questionfrom SectionB

SectionA: Reading (40 marks)

The stimulus material will consist of
5-6texts. Questions will be asked
onindividual texts and pairs of
texts. Atleast one question will
require students to consider two
texts.

The reading texts for Paper 2 will
relate tomodernworld themes and
issues. Some of the texts may be
brief or solely visual. Texts may be
fiction ornon-fiction.

Section B - Transactional Writing

(45 marks):

One writing task, from a choice of
two involving a given audience,
form orpurpose.

Paper 2: Poetry and Prose Texts
and Imaginative Writing

Written examination: 1hour 30
minutes, 60 marks

Overview:

e Linked to the poetry and prose
texts from Part 2 of the Pearson
EdexcelInternational GCSE English
Anthology.

e Develop skills to analyse how
writers use linguistic and structural
devices to achieve their effects.

« Develop imaginative writing skills
toengage thereader.

e Use spelling, punctuation and
grammar accurately.

Candidates provided with
anthology text in examination.

Paper 2

As with Paper],
Pearson are the
only option that
offers a seentext.
In addition to this,
Pearson are the
only option with
no unseen
element for Paper
2.




Candidates use, develop and
evaluate the informationinthe
text(s)tocreatea
discursive/argumentative/
persuasive speech, letter or
article.

Candidates write about 250-350
words

2027 Onwards

Candidates answer one question
which has two parts, 1(a) and 1(b).
Thisis based onone ortwo texts
totalling 550-650 words inlength.

Question 1(a)is a structured
questionthat allows candidates to
analyse, evaluate and
demonstrate theirunderstanding
of the text(s).

Note: this means the writing paper
also assesses reading skills, ontop
of the discrete reading paper.

In Question 1(b) candidates use,
develop and evaluate the
information in the text(s) to create
adiscursive /argumentative /
persuasive speech, letter, article
orreport. Candidates write about
250-350 words.

Section B: Writing (40 marks)
Writing will be linked with the
reading sources from Section A
and the focus of the writing task
will be writing for audience and
purpose. There willbe a choice
from two tasks.

Section A - Reading (30 marks)
Essay question on a poetry or
prose text from Part 2 of the
Anthology (no unseen element).

Section B - Imaginative Writing (30
marks)

One imaginative writing task
from a choice of three.




Section B Composition (40 marks)
Candidates answer one question
from a choice of four titles: two
descriptive and two narrative.
Candidates use the title to
develop and write a composition.
Candidates write about 350-450
words.




Component 3 - Coursework

Portfolio

e Writtenassignments, 80
marks.

e Candidates submitaportfolio
of three assignments, each of
about 500-800 words.

The assignments may be
completedinany order, and
are:

Assignment 1(30 marks):
writing to discuss, argue and/or
persuadeinresponse to a text
or texts (chosen by teacheror
candidate).

Assignment 2 (25 marks):
writing to describe.
Assignment 3 (25 marks):
writing to narrate.

Candidates mustinclude the first
draft of one of the three
assignments submitted. The first
draft willnot contribute to the final
internally assessed mark orto the
externally moderated mark for the
portfolio. The Coursework
Portfolio must alsoinclude the
text(s) used for Assignment 1.

Component 3 - Non-Examined
Assessment
Written task and commentary.

Candidatesreceive aresearch
task directed by the centre.
Following this, candidates
produce a written assignment
tailored to a specific purpose and
audience, set by the centre.
Topics may vary and couldrelate
to:
e Academic subjects
e Personalinterestsor
hobbies
e Public figures or
organisations
Visuals (e.g. diagrams, illustrations)
may beincluded, and aword limit

may apply.

Candidates willcomplete a
Candidate Record Form in which
they will give details of their
research processes and write a
commentary on theircompleted
assignment.

Component 3 - Poetry and Prose
Texts and Imaginative Writing
Two written assignments totally 60
marks (30 marks each).

Overview:

e Linked to the poetry and prose
texts from Part 2 of the Pearson
EdexcelInternational GCSE English
Anthology.

e Develop skills to analyse how
writers use linguistic and structural
devicesto achieve their effects.

e Develop imaginative writing skills
toengage thereader.

e Use spelling, punctuationand
grammar accurately.

Assignment A - Poetry and Prose
Texts (30 marks)

One essay question based on any
three poetry or prose texts from
Part 2 of the Anthology. Atleast one
poetry and one prose text must be
discussedinthe assignment.

Assignment B - Imaginative Writing
One imaginative writing task.

NEA

Pearson offering
islinked to the
Component 2
examand, once
again, links to the
Anthology.




Component 4 - Speaking and
Listening Test (optional)

e Individual Talk and
Conversation, approximately
10-12 minutesintotal, 40
marks.

e Thiscomponentis separately
endorsed. Marks for
Component 4 do not
contribute to a candidate’s
overall grade.

e PartlIndividual Talk (3-4
minutes) (20 marks) The
candidate talks forabout 3-4
minutes on a single topic or
theme which they have
selected before the test.

e Part2Conversation(7-8
minutes) (20 marks) The
Individual Talk leads into a
conversationwith the
teacher/examiner about the
candidate’s chosen topic.

e Thetest must be takenwithin
the Speaking and Listening
Test window. Candidates must
only take the Speaking and
Listening Test once and both
parts of the test must be
recordedasone.

Speaking and Listening
Endorsement (optional)

e Students mustundertake a
prepared spoken presentation
on a specific topic. As a guide,
the duration should be nomore
thanten minutes.

e Presentations must be formal
but may take a wide variety of
forms, including talks, debates,
speeches and dialogues.

e Aspart of, orfollowing, the
presentation, students must
listento andrespond
appropriately to questions and
feedback.

e Thisunit will carry aseparate
statement on the student’s
certificate forinternational
GCSE English Language. This
means students will be able to
show future employers and
educationalinstitutions that
they have a proficiencyin
spoken English but do not
contribute to a candidate’s
overall grade.

Spoken Language Endorsement
(optional)

Students must demonstrate their
presentation skills in a formal
setting, listen and respond to
questions and feedback, and use
spoken English effectively.

Format Options:

A speech ortalk followed by
audience questions.

Aformal debate or structured
dialogue (e.g. aninterview with pre-
shared prompts), followed by
questions.

Requirements:

Presentations must be prepared
and last no more than 10 minutes.
Must be delivered to an audience
thatincludes the teacher. The
audience size is flexible but should
suitthe format (e.g.amock TV
interview if only the teacheris
present).

Assessment:

Canbe assessedlive orvia
recording.

No marks are awarded, but students
receive a grade: Not Classified,
Pass, Merit, or Distinction, which
appears ontheir certificate.




SUMMARY OF KEY DIFFERENCES:

Pearson Anthology allows for a seen elementin allcomponents that gives
afoundationto candidates

One of the components studied as part of the Pearson pathway will have
no unseen element forreading skills (oranunseen extract that links to a
writing assignment)

All three Pearson Components follow a repeated structure which adds
consistency and aids with learning exam skills

Pearson offers amodular pathway as well as on-screen assessment

KEY SIMILARITIES THAT AID SWITCHOVER:

- Equivalent Assessment Objectives
- Equivalent overall assessment structures (2 exams balancing writing and

reading or one exam and a coursework element)

- Optional spokenlanguage endorsement
- June and November availability



