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Examiner Overview of Question4

This questionis on Text Two, the Anthology text, andis assessed for AO2:
Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to
achieve their effects. Itis therefore a more challenging and discriminatory
question andis worth 12 marks divided over five levels.

In this examination, candidates were asked how the writer, George Alagiah, uses
language and structure in the extract from A Passage to Africa to shock the
reader.

This piece contains a very wide range of features of language and structure as
exemplified in the mark scheme, but examiners were advised that these are just
examples of possible points that could be made andinstructed that any valid
points that candidates make that are securely rootedin the text can be
rewarded. There does not need to be an equal number of points onlanguage
and structure, but both should be addressed as, indeed, they were by nearly all
candidates. It was evident to examiners that most candidates had a secure
knowledge of this text and could approach the question with confidence and
one examiner reported that ‘there were few candidates who scored below 6 for
this question.’

Examiners commented that the majority of responses offered at the least some
understanding of the text. At the lower levels, candidates eitheridentified
features of language (and sometimes structure) but offered little explanation of
their effect or described and made general comments on the text, failing to
focus onhow the writer shocks the reader. At this level, some candidates
offered a straightforward narrative account of the text with vague observations
about sentence lengths creating ‘impact’ or general comments such as ‘the use
of first-person engages the reader’, ‘the use of past tense makesit more
credible’.

Mid-level candidates tended to work through the text, made a sound range of
points and selected apt textual references for support, but often did not move
onto analyse closely the impact or connotations of individual words and
phrases or fully consider the effect of the structural features. At this level
candidates missed the subtleties of the passage and thought, for example that
the short sentence ‘Habiba had died’ simply indicated alack of feeling. There
was usually explanation of arange of features such as simile and parallel
sentences, but some responses did not cover the whole passage and did not
tackle the significance of ‘the smile’.

The most successful responses dealt with the whole passage and made many
insightful points, with candidates selecting their textual references judiciously
from throughout the text. One examiner noted that the analysis of the impact of
the smile was often a discriminator with candidates referring to ‘Alagiah’s
epiphany moment’. Candidates at this level were also able to recognise the
deliberately detached tone and the sub-text of angerand embarrassment and
were precise in theiruse of quotations, linking different parts of the text.
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There are still some candidates who spend too long onunnecessary
introductions and conclusions that simply repeat the points already made; the
focus should be on making arange of relevant points, not simply reiteration.
Examiners noted that a number of candidates used extra sheets of paperto
complete theiranswer to this question; this should not be necessary and
candidates who write at great length here risk running out of time for the higher
tariff questions.
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Exemplar1

4 How does the writer, George Alagiah, use language and structure in Text Two to
shock the reader?

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.

{12)

In%as}arJLOé,%;se)&}ro(F,Crco(aﬁ
AlmauahmsPowa%mlaaL\)c@+:v¢ab
—grip.t e.. ceadecs attention. The  coods
hm%ftj;k’_an,xmfcdk ,,,,,,,,,,, o kabe.rlra,veck’slfm
ﬂxe.u_scog BT :r‘wa«gqji’or"m‘:ﬁ
~othe  ceadder  geel. the erations.. ok he did
ai"f’ch_hmg.ﬁne.fc,&orﬁ_mdp’qmj%e
—.readers . intecest. The _wociter Hen cormes.
OQEﬂﬂ‘EH%{_Fb\{&SrQ\ﬂhfbdﬁnglbf
lraore,mo{';:%e,w(k{gchg.onma{'o
mskaiogf‘he, DA ... Ol o ik troack
m{qucmahasl‘w“a@(inuswﬁog
L\Qf{':}fx"\l‘ﬁ-ﬂcfﬁCJ"IPLM‘MSCﬁ}IQLAJ[‘CFIQ{‘Q

m&dﬁsakd%ﬁv{(fqaem%f‘oshnc,K

He ceadec.. T

Commentary

The candidate starts with a point about ‘powerful adjectives’ and selects an
appropriate example, although the comment about this use of ‘imagery’ being
‘to make thereaders feel the emotions that he did at the time’ is not entirely
convincing. Anotherundeveloped comment is made about the remoteness of
thevillage. The candidate makes little progressinto the text and this answeris
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best-placedjustintolevel 2. Aimto look at more than just the opening
paragraphs of the text. Try to select relevant features from the whole passage.

Exemplar 2

4 How does the writer, George Alagiah, use language and structure in Text Two to
shock the reader?

ms!;:uol:ﬂs:npzort your answer with close reference to the extract, including
(12)
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Commentary

The candidate makes points about the use of ‘graphic imagery’,
‘repetition’, ‘short sentences’ and ‘longer sentences’ which contain
some strong vocabulary all being intended to shock the reader. There
is some explanation and clear understanding but points, although
supported by relevant references, lack development. Amarkin the
middle of level 3is appropriate. Toimprove the response, the
candidate might have explored how exactly the list of descriptive
words selected create a ‘disturbing picture’.
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Exemplar 3

4 How does the writer, George Alagiah, use language and structure in Text Two to
shock the reader?

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations. )
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Commentary

The candidate shows a clear, and at time thorough, level of
understanding and makes some relevant points about the use and
effect of listing adjectives, the opening of the extract, short
sentences, sensory imagery and juxtaposition. The response meets
all of the level 3 criteria and, whilst there is certainly scope for further
development of ideas, there is just enough in the way of exploration
of ideas toliftitintolevel 4.

To improve further, aim to make reference to the really important
elements of the text; ‘the smile’ that affects the writeris very
significant within this passage.
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Exemplar 4

4 How does the writer, George Alagiahy, use language and structure in Text Two to
reader?

'ou should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.
k (12)
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Commentary

The candidate has produced a thorough and very thoughtful answer which makes
anumber of relevant and wide-ranging points about language and structure. Note
how this candidate examines, for example, the language of 'like a ghostvillage'ina
way that the level 3response does not. Thisresponse also considers Alagiah's
view of hisrole as ajournalist. All of the level 4 criteria are met but the response

does not have the degree of analysis or perception needed for a mark within level
5.

Circling key words in the question can help to ensure appropriate focus.
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Exemplar 5

4 does the wrlber George Alagiah/use language and structure'{n Text Two to

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including
brief quotations.

e W%« ...... |

s ir b old and hee fikee, pryram uns
: M‘&dﬂwfj ...... mmdrnﬂd.b hnanite Hre........
fmfﬁeam b Gunfgadicd and B shody therajorte ar
M‘['MW M,@W\g W MW ....... hpes Clied. ...
il ffuios, Aagiah Vser arhart | hasp
_ ! b0 A i, ey
m{gwhwﬁc&, A. f“‘* a:; w% ....... -‘4( na. f““" lide....
g s dinindy.. vhith JModhy. oo 1o ges, . Maganl. Hhes, dacrie,
k. 0g.0. Yivaple,. fachmndogs, mﬁw#&lm width He

fiplek og- adjechices. UV\M At ik dpth Hh k-t Wy,
......... b e vopeasch use of. logy Ho. M i e gardy....

Mokibg, Lache) what She. W Iy dode. WW"@
and i yamcdh ghe dogt. Thio examaple of 0 death

Author: Pricipal Examiner Page 14 0of 18

Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager) 03/02/26



—agenphtac of WWMWWWW
MM/M%

-HMaginh. WMMW WMW L@,
.Mpm@h&%mwﬁémﬂd.wmm Py
vn{)h*;:&w.q‘wh M%@WMWMI
Ound a0 bk Wawnds. MW‘C/M&%
45 Aiged. djﬂ ﬁmmm W%mﬁdewm
hhs, puggedbng Uell. Vong
WM Ao verb dewm Cvnetes death,and a..
Wz fﬂ'u ot M M\-é m{ﬁmg Y. CredAed Tmead,

ogﬂg@m Yo realar, Ay pll A WM%
.. Mas W Ongine e inguries. Hagmkéhwdmg
‘H’Mdlfa‘ﬁ‘ma She was ntting = e pepeditio, of....
w‘fwk, ard the CHeuging g mot simapl, Hng e
-artiing bt dng uanagn 0y d vhide yotting. WW

Wﬁ%@%m&MWMMM
Yo reades- hose by degyiiivg invidl dotuil Waw Yo hurg,
tdyg i weatntd and.-devaged; o the /5 ent uat -
uolmorf beyond recoguizable. Th Pty ‘fudked of <.

bl yitalddy, by M'hvw ks o¢. WW dﬁ'ﬁag,
V... povvlsfndy. Gund. -ﬂu,m ...... m; g gegeic .

Author: Pricipal Examiner Page150f18 Classification: DCL1
03/02/26

Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager)



eadye boe bean Wl koot & i, M»- e dmay

e m w e m@; ..... @?.a%lo _______ ik vy gzy e

me -------- foce. Mogiah. Haon otk e regdo,
HMWMM% Ot oaile. ot anged....
mwﬂﬂb’ Sy st g not a g 1 amlde. Fufieing...
(%e e 0t =i Bdgge iy Cuvep, it Hhan Szt Magiak..
e in flocking VWeehng,. ooty La. b gl
M ...... £007 Yhog fce! This J (otta- oy Y eador, 0 iy 6

O bnth fean... 50l g, Mogiol pesnas B hbuct Lpgynnt-any
Houn..se.. i Magioh e Uses. mﬁ\& ...................................

MM%W fo s, 4& ...... s mﬂ Yo

»»»»»

' s
%MMW%., ...... At W Soslsadh. Hne. MJ% .........
Wit e copssadive. Sattment bedpten we and hing, biknt,,
Aokl s 00 Hrtpmr....! 10 Covaces, Ua Hogial..

Wy £0.deply, %ﬁ% ot spile g rtrchiitg Hne readetny

Fireh Om o8t (ol for Question 4 = 12 marks)

Author: Pricipal Examiner Pagel160of 18 Classification: DCL1
Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager) 03/02/26



Commentary

Thisimpressive response contains a number of perceptive and insightful points
and demonstrates an extremely good understanding of the impact of the
‘smile’. The candidate is discriminating in their selection of references and
offers some analysis of arange of language and structural features such as the
use of detail, ‘short, sharp sentence’, ‘triplet of adjectives’ and repetition which
are all covered on the first page. Points are often developed with close
examination of word choice. The response not only considers how Alagiahis
moved by what he sees but also looks at how the readeris affected by the way
inwhich the piece is written. This fulfils all of the level 5 criteria.
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