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Examiner Overview of Question 4 

This question is on Text Two, the Anthology text, and is assessed for AO2: 
Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to 
achieve their effects. It is therefore a more challenging and discriminatory 
question and is worth 12 marks divided over five levels. 
In this examination, candidates were asked how the writer, George Alagiah, uses 
language and structure in the extract from A Passage to Africa to shock the 
reader. 
This piece contains a very wide range of features of language and structure as 
exemplified in the mark scheme, but examiners were advised that these are just 
examples of possible points that could be made and instructed that any valid 
points that candidates make that are securely rooted in the text can be 
rewarded. There does not need to be an equal number of points on language 
and structure, but both should be addressed as, indeed, they were by nearly all 
candidates. It was evident to examiners that most candidates had a secure 
knowledge of this text and could approach the question with confidence and 
one examiner reported that ‘there were few candidates who scored below 6 for 
this question.' 
Examiners commented that the majority of responses offered at the least some 
understanding of the text. At the lower levels, candidates either identified 
features of language (and sometimes structure) but offered little explanation of 
their effect or described and made general comments on the text, failing to 
focus on how the writer shocks the reader. At this level, some candidates 
offered a straightforward narrative account of the text with vague observations 
about sentence lengths creating ‘impact’ or general comments such as ‘the use 
of first-person engages the reader’, ‘the use of past tense makes it more 
credible’. 
Mid-level candidates tended to work through the text, made a sound range of 
points and selected apt textual references for support, but often did not move 
on to analyse closely the impact or connotations of individual words and 
phrases or fully consider the effect of the structural features. At this level 
candidates missed the subtleties of the passage and thought, for example that 
the short sentence ‘Habiba had died’ simply indicated a lack of feeling. There 
was usually explanation of a range of features such as simile and parallel 
sentences, but some responses did not cover the whole passage and did not 
tackle the significance of ‘the smile’. 
The most successful responses dealt with the whole passage and made many 
insightful points, with candidates selecting their textual references judiciously 
from throughout the text. One examiner noted that the analysis of the impact of 
the smile was often a discriminator with candidates referring to ‘Alagiah’s 
epiphany moment’. Candidates at this level were also able to recognise the 
deliberately detached tone and the sub-text of anger and embarrassment and 
were precise in their use of quotations, linking different parts of the text. 
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There are still some candidates who spend too long on unnecessary 
introductions and conclusions that simply repeat the points already made; the 
focus should be on making a range of relevant points, not simply reiteration. 
Examiners noted that a number of candidates used extra sheets of paper to 
complete their answer to this question; this should not be necessary and 
candidates who write at great length here risk running out of time for the higher 
tariff questions. 
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Exemplar 1 

Commentary 
The candidate starts with a point about ‘powerful adjectives’ and selects an 
appropriate example, although the comment about this use of ‘imagery’ being 
‘to make the readers feel the emotions that he did at the time’ is not entirely 
convincing. Another undeveloped comment is made about the remoteness of 
the village. The candidate makes little progress into the text and this answer is 
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best-placed just into level 2. Aim to look at more than just the opening 
paragraphs of the text. Try to select relevant features from the whole passage. 

Exemplar 2 
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Commentary 
The candidate makes points about the use of ‘graphic imagery’, 
‘repetition’, ‘short sentences’ and ‘longer sentences’ which contain 
some strong vocabulary all being intended to shock the reader. There 
is some explanation and clear understanding but points, although 
supported by relevant references, lack development. A mark in the 
middle of level 3 is appropriate. To improve the response, the 
candidate might have explored how exactly the list of descriptive 
words selected create a ‘disturbing picture’.   
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Exemplar 3 
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Commentary 
The candidate shows a clear, and at time thorough, level of 
understanding and makes some relevant points about the use and 
effect of listing adjectives, the opening of the extract, short 
sentences, sensory imagery and juxtaposition. The response meets 
all of the level 3 criteria and, whilst there is certainly scope for further 
development of ideas, there is just enough in the way of exploration 
of ideas to lift it into level 4.  
To improve further, aim to make reference to the really important 
elements of the text; ‘the smile’ that affects the writer is very 
significant within this passage.  
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Exemplar 4 
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Commentary 

The candidate has produced a thorough and very thoughtful answer which makes 
a number of relevant and wide-ranging points about language and structure. Note 
how this candidate examines, for example, the language of 'like a ghost village' in a 
way that the level 3 response does not. This response also considers Alagiah's 
view of his role as a journalist. All of the level 4 criteria are met but the response 
does not have the degree of analysis or perception needed for a mark within level 
5. 

Circling key words in the question can help to ensure appropriate focus. 
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Exemplar 5 

Author: Pricipal Examiner 
Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager)

Page 14 of 18 Classification: DCL1 
03/02/26



Author: Pricipal Examiner 
Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager)

Page 15 of 18 Classification: DCL1 
03/02/26



 

Author: Pricipal Examiner 
Approver: Rhia Pickles (Product Manager)

Page 16 of 18 Classification: DCL1 
03/02/26



Commentary 

This impressive response contains a number of perceptive and insightful points 
and demonstrates an extremely good understanding of the impact of the 
‘smile’. The candidate is discriminating in their selection of references and 
offers some analysis of a range of language and structural features such as the 
use of detail, ‘short, sharp sentence’, ‘triplet of adjectives’ and repetition which 
are all covered on the first page. Points are often developed with close 
examination of word choice. The response not only considers how Alagiah is 
moved by what he sees but also looks at how the reader is affected by the way 
in which the piece is written. This fulfils all of the level 5 criteria. 
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