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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Language A (9-1) Lesson Plan 

English Language A 
Paper 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alignment with Pearson Edexcel Anthology: Pages 12-13 Young and dyslexic? You’ve got it going on, Benjamin Zephaniah

Resources: Anthology, web links (various)

Learning Objectives: 
To explore the ways in which a writer communicates thoughts and feelings through language choices
To consider social and learning issues as expressed in a text
To develop our ability to write in a range of contexts and forms

Success Criteria:  We can – 
· Examine a writer’s perspective, thoughts and feelings
· Comment on a writer’s style
· Use a range of vocabulary, appropriate for purpose
· To plan and craft a piece of transactional writing
Assessment Objectives: 
AO3 – Explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed.
AO4 – Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone, and register of writing for specific purposes and audiences. 
AO5 – Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

Framework/ Transferable skills: You may wish to talk your students through the skills that they will acquire in this lesson, to enable them to draw on and demonstrate these skills in the future.
· Interpretation (examining Zephaniah’s ideas, language, purpose)
· Executive function (planning, whole text production)
· Productivity (Writing effectively to a high standard)
· Innovation (Using literary devices/ language creatively)
· Adaptive learning (writing to form and register in a realistic and effective way)
Possible Misconceptions and Barriers:  In the context of reception the challenges associated with dyslexia are well understood and usually well supported; the experience of the writer from the 1970s is historical although many students will sympathise with the notion of feeling ‘stupid’ as Zephaniah puts it. In the countries of study, attitudes towards and support for learning needs may differ. It is important to emphasise Zephaniah’s creativity and success – he was named one of Britain’s top 50 writers since the Second World War. As he says ‘the past is a different kind of country’. 

Starter activities: 
Put students into pairs (making pairings across friendship groups and genders might make this task more interesting). Ask them to interview one another (5 minutes each) and find out about how they feel about school, learning and their strengths and weaknesses.  Questions can include: What do you read/ how do you feel about reading? What is your attitude towards writing? What piece of work do you feel most proud of? Can you tell me about a time when you felt foolish/ upset or lacking in confidence in school? Why? Can you describe a time when you worked hard to overcome a difficulty in school? What are you most proud of?

Optional: (Depending on how willing students are to share their thoughts and feelings) Ask one of the pair to feedback on what their partner said to them. This could be done for a handful of the pairings.

Main teaching: 
Show students a list of the following names or make a visual collage of their faces: Albert Einstein, Pablo Picasso, Bill Gates, Steven Spielburg, Tom Cruise, Magic Johnson, Keira Knightley etc (or any other well known people you would like to include). If using visuals, see if they can identify them; next ask for a connection between them (one of the possibilities is dyslexia). Discuss the creativity/ success of these people in their different fields. 

Introduce the text ‘Young and dyslexic’ and explain briefly about the writer Benjamin Zephaniah. It is worth playing the link Talking Turkeys showing Zephaniah performing a light hearted piece of poetry about the plight of turkeys at Christmas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4AgPSjzXkw Discuss impressions of the poet, his persona and humour. Explain that Zephaniah is also dyslexic, was a young black British boy in the 1970s and came from a broken home. 

Group reading: Ask students to read the text together in groups of four sharing the paragraphs. Prompt them to consider how the writer makes this piece of writing personal. Elicit use of pronouns, anecdotes, opinions, emotive language etc. 

Ask students to create a chart in their book where they find evidence of 1. How Zephaniah describes the challenges he had and 2. How he promotes the creativity and positives of his experience.  They should find evidence/ quotations from the text and give an explanation/ interpretation. Ask students to write a 1-2 sentence summary of the writer’s purpose. (Interpretation)

Transactional writing:  Write a magazine article about the importance of education for all and celebrating all talents.

With the class, PALL the above task (Purpose, Audience, Language, Layout). Ask students in pairs to come up with possible headlines for this task e.g. Top Marks! Why achievement today is more than just a number. Either encourage students to create their own plan or provide a graphic organiser with the following sections:
· Headline
· Introduction
· P1 Topic Sentence/ Main body
· P2 Topic Sentence/ Main body 
· Etc…Conclusion

Remind students of how to create topic sentences and subsequently develop paragraphs e.g. 
The celebrity world is full of those who do not have linear intelligence (topic sentence). Steven Spielberg is one of the world’s most celebrated directors and yet he struggled school. Dubbed lazy and bullied by his peers, it wasn’t until he realised that he could channel his creative energies into movies that he made his mark (development). (Executive Function)

Review rhetorical devices and techniques that students can use to enliven their writing, for example:
· Alliteration
· Facts
· Opinion
· Rhetorical questions
· Repetition
· Emotive language
· Statistics
· Triple (group of three)
Students work individually to complete planning task ensuring they include a good range of rhetorical devices – for stretch and challenge the following can be used: humour/ irony, hyperbole, bathos, parallel structures, allusion, metaphor. (Innovation)

Where necessary the teacher should model examples to help them e.g. a hook for the opening; a powerful ending to conclude.

Differentiation: 
Support is provided for students with a range of group and pair work which then builds to the individual task of a piece of transactional writing.  Initial interview activity is designed to encourage students to think broadly and personally about the issues and to ultimately include personal references in their article.  Visual and celebrity references highlight the topic as a contemporary one.  Group analysis supports learners and allows them to articulate their ideas in a safe context. The use of a graphic organiser, mnemonic and strategies for writing promote a greater sense of control and development for students in their work. 

Plenary: 
Use the AFORREST mnemonic (above) and put learners into groups of four. On a piece of flipchart paper/ A3 they use a board marker to come up with examples of each of the techniques listed, e.g. Alliteration – Dyslexia doesn’t mean you are dumb or a dullard. Bonus points for examples of additional stretch and challenge techniques. (Innovation)

Homework/ Development: 
Either for homework or in class, write out the full piece of transactional writing using the Zephaniah piece as stimulus and planning as support. Write in full, structured paragraphs, keeping to the form of a magazine article.  Further development could be through peer assessment and target setting. (Adaptive learning; Productivity – both in development and elsewhere in the lesson)

Self-audit
Which of the framework skills did students use in these lessons?
Ask them to plot out on the chart which skills they used and when.
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