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Introduction 
•   The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to International GCSE English Language Component 1: Non-fiction Texts and 
Transactional Writing (4EA1/01). 
 
•   The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2019 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website. 
 
•   In this pack, you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 
 
•   If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact the English subject advisor team on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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SECTION A: READING 
 

Questions 1-3 assess AO1. These questions are worth 11 marks out of 90 on the paper 
and are meant to be the straightforward questions that enable a candidate to score marks 
relatively easily. 

 
Question 1 
 
Script                   Commentaries                Mark 
S1 The candidate makes several valid points in the first line 

alone and then a further point in the second line. 
2 marks 
 

S2 Two correct points are made in the first line so, although 
the point in the second line is from a later part of the 
extract, two marks can be awarded. 

2 marks 

S3 One valid point is made in the first line and a further three 
in the second line. 

2 marks 

S4 Three valid points are made in total; ‘no GPS’ on its own is 
sufficient. 

2 marks 

S5 One valid point is made in the first line but the second point 
comes from a different part of the passage and does not 
answer the question anyway. 

1 mark 

S6 The candidate makes no valid points: both the phrase and 
the single word selected, though relevant, come from the 
opening paragraph not the given lines. 

0 marks 

S7 Two clear valid points are made. 2 marks 
 
  

Question 2 
 
There are other valid responses to those on the mark scheme- we cannot know what ‘own 
words’ a candidate might choose to use. Some words may not have suitable alternatives 
and may be used by the candidate- mark scheme states ‘own words where possible’ and 
is a guide. 
Please tick or highlight correct answers for your CE1 sample and annotate why you have 
awarded the marks you have. 
The focus is on lines 43-54. Do not reward responses from outside of this section. 
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Script                   Commentaries                Mark 
S8 The candidate’s handwriting is a little hard to read at times 

but the point about ‘a disease’ is worth a mark and a mark 
is also given for wet and cold, which although words from 
the text are in the mark scheme and are explained as 
leading to him ‘having a hard time’. 

2 marks 
 

S9 The candidate makes 3 clear points: malaria; storms 
destroy shelter; he was soaked. 

3 marks 

S10 The candidate works hard to use their own words and 
quickly makes 4 clear points but moves on to make a 
further series of valid points, just about all that are on the 
mark scheme. This is an extremely full response and does 
far more than is needed for full marks. 

4 marks 

S11 The candidate has presented their response very efficiently 
with each point set out separately. Quotations are used at 
the start to support points but the points themselves are 
made in own words. This is another full response with 
more that 4 valid points made. 

4 marks 

S12 This apparently brief response actually makes 5 valid 
points: he fought tropical storms; he had symptoms of 
malaria; his tent was damaged; he had to repair his shelter; 
poisonous animals.   

4 marks 

S13 Another response that clearly uses own words and makes 
4 valid points: conflict between tribes; heavy showers; 
shelter destroyed; venomous wildlife. 

4 marks 

 
 

Question 3 
 
Candidates do not need to support responses with quotations. The question says ‘may’.  
Whilst the question does not ask for own words, there should not be non-selective copying 
of the text. A brief quotation may be used to complete a candidate’s sentence and make a 
point and there is no need for any comment/analysis as this question is still AO1. 
Please tick or highlight correct answers for your CE1 sample and annotate why you have 
awarded the marks you have. 
The focus is on lines 60-72. Do not reward responses from outside of this section. 
 
Script                   Commentaries                Mark 
S14 The candidate makes 5 clear and valid points: worry; 

apprehension; frustration; desperation; wants him to return 
and supports the points with brief quotations. 

5 marks 
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S15 The candidate simply starts the response by writing out the 
question but makes no point. 

0 marks 

S16 It was decided after careful review that, despite some 
repetition, 4 marks could be awarded here: scared and 
unsettled; frustration; hatred/anger and desperation. 

4 marks 

S17 In this response the candidate makes 5 clear points that 
are supported by brief quotations: panic; helpless; 
desperate; feels something was wrong; angry. 

5 marks 

S18 In this response, the candidate moves away from the 
question to look at Allen’s actions rather than Lenka’s 
thoughts. There are some relevant points: that she is 
angry, with the evidence of the quotations from bullet 
points 7&8 in effect supporting two points, and that also 
she is worried about the future. 

3 marks 

S19 The candidate does far more than is needed to gain full 
marks, including some language analysis which is not 
required for AO1. This is a very perceptive and sensitive 
response that shows excellent understanding and 
completely deserves full marks. 

5 marks 

S20 In contrast to the previous response, this has a more 
minimalist approach that utilises exam time efficiently. 
Points are made with brevity but the key feeling is 
underlined and supported by a relevant quotation. 

5 marks 

 
 

Question 4 
 
Text 2 ‘Explorers or boys messing about’ 
If a candidate writes a response on the wrong text please send this to review.  
The focus is on AO2 (language and structure) and the mark scheme is levelled. 
Candidates have been taught this text from the anthology. 
Look at the indicative content for this question but please bear in mind that candidates 
may make their own valid points which might not appear on the mark scheme but can be 
rewarded. 
The candidate does not have to have an equal amount of language and structure points in 
a response. There is no capping at level 2 on this paper for a candidate who only looks at 
language or structure, but not both but good responses will, almost inevitably, look at both. 
Use of subject terminology can sometimes indicate a strong response but is not a 
requirement from the mark scheme- do not penalise if a candidate mis-terms a technique- 
reward the quality of the analysis. 
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If on a first reading a candidate appears to have only looked at language, look again as 
there may be an implied point or comments like ‘at the beginning’, ‘he moves on to…’ or ‘at 
the end’. 
 
Highlight key words on level grids: 
L1 =  
Basic identification/ little understanding (Lang and/or structure) 
Limited use of references 
L2 =  
Some understanding (language and structure) 
References valid but not developed 
L3 =  
Clear understanding and explanation (language and structure) 
References appropriate 
L4=  
Thorough understanding, exploration (language and structure) 
References - detailed, appropriate and fully supports 
L5=  
Perceptive/ analysis (language and structure) 
Discriminating references/ clarifies 

 
Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 
S21 The candidate begins with a statement about the title of the 

article. There is a slightly unconvincing comment on 
language and the use of ‘of’ but the candidate moves on 
more confidently to look at the structural feature of the 
insertion of additional information about the helicopter.  
There is clear understanding throughout and some good 
explanation with use of relevant quotations. The mark of 7 
awarded in level 3 is just over half marks. This answer 
meets all level 3 bullet points with a methodical PEE 
approach. 

Level 3 
7 marks 
 

S22 In this very brief response, the candidate does show 
understanding and picks up on some language and 
structural features. The response does more than merely 
identify techniques and brief comments are offered; overall 
this is very slight. 

Level 2 
3 marks 
 

S23 This is an extremely assured and wide-ranging response 
that shows very perceptive understanding throughout. The 
candidate starts with a developed analysis of the author’s 

Level 5 
12 marks 
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own opinion and then moves on to consider how he 
supports his view with facts and the views of experts. The 
selection of references is discriminating. This does more 
than enough for full marks. 

 

S24 The writing is small and cramped but the candidate makes 
a range of language and structure points that show a clear 
understanding. Whilst there might be some doubt about 
whether the quotation is an example of hyperbole, the 
candidate is clearly explaining vocabulary choice and 
makes a valid point. The final paragraph makes a rather 
vague point about ‘the public’s feelings’ without 
commenting on what they are. 

Level 3 
6 marks 
 

S25 This is a well-developed and very thorough response that 
at times demonstrates perceptive understanding (e.g. 
‘there is a rather dismissive tone to this metaphor’) and 
there is exploration and, at times, analysis of a range of 
language and structure features. The candidate uses 
subject terminology efficiently. This candidate is at the level 
4/5 border but it was felt on balance that the strengths lifted 
the response into level 5. 

Level 5 
11 marks 
 

S26 The opening paragraph immediately explores the attitudes 
expressed towards the two men by focusing on the 
headline. In the second paragraph, points on structure are 
developed with further reference back to the headline. The 
third paragraph moves on to look at language. References 
could be a little more detailed but understanding is very 
thorough. 

Level 4 
9 marks 
 

 
 

Question 5 
 
This is a challenging question requiring a comparison of the texts.  
The focus is on how the writers present ideas and perspectives about their experiences. 
It is useful to look at the indicative content of the mark scheme as a guide but candidates 
will make their own points. 
Candidates are free to choose many different kinds of comparison; the mark scheme 
refers to ‘theme, language and/or structure’ but there are other features such as tone, 
often a discriminator, which they may consider.  
It might be helpful to highlight comparison words when marking your CE1 but remember 
some candidate may have implicit comparison. 
Mark grid 
Bullet 1: comparison 
Bullet 2: ideas/ perspectives 
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Bullet 3: references 
 
L 1 = no comparison; describes ideas and perspectives; limited refs 
L 2 = obvious comparisons; comment on ideas and perspectives; valid refs, but not 
developed 
L 3 = range of comparisons; explains ideas and perspectives; appropriate relevant refs 
L 4 = wide range of comparisons; explores ideas and perspectives; balanced, fully 
supportive references 
L 5 = varied and comprehensive comparisons; analyses ideas and perspectives; balanced, 
discriminating and fully supportive references 
 
Script                   Commentaries                  Mark 
S27 This candidate offers plenty of comment and opinion on the 

texts but makes some rather sweeping statements that are 
not supported by close textual references. There is no 
explanation of ideas and this remains as more of an 
overview. It gains a mark within level 2. 

Level 2 
7 marks 
 

S28 The candidate makes three brief, obvious comparisons in 
the opening lines and goes on to offer some comment and 
evidence but there is no real development of ideas. Whilst 
potential is shown for a higher level, this is a short 
response overall. There is some understanding of the text 
and this receives the same mark as S27 but for different 
reasons. 

Level 2 
7 marks 
 

S29 Immediately with the point about the immaturity of the 
explorers, we are presented with more than obvious 
comparisons. The candidate works methodically through a 
range of comparisons and uses appropriate and relevant 
references to support. This meets all level 3 criteria and 
offers some very sound explanation. 

Level 3 
13 marks 
 

S30 The candidate begins by looking at the different 
perspectives of the two newspapers that published the 
articles which is an interesting and insightful point. The 
response develops in strength as it moves onward and is 
always thorough and at some times perceptive e.g. the 
comments on the end of Text One. A fairly comprehensive 
range of points is covered and there is analysis of tone and 
language. This moves quite securely into the top level. 

Level 5 
20 marks 
 

S31 The candidate starts off with a brief paragraph of 
comparison and deals in some detail with each individual 
text and then brings them together. A very thorough 
exploration of ideas and a final well-developed paragraph 

Level 4 
18 marks 
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lift it to the top of the level. This is an example of a 
different, but still successful, approach. 

S32 There is a wide range of comparisons within this response 
and the candidate considers tone, structure, language etc. 
There is exploration of ideas and perspectives which place 
this firmly within level 4. 

Level 4 
16 marks 
 

S33 The candidate makes a range of points which are 
supported by appropriate and relevant textual references. 
The comparisons are more than ‘obvious’ and whilst there 
are only three there is some developed explanation. This 
sits firmly in the middle of level 3. 

Level 3 
11 marks 
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SECTION B: TRANSACTIONAL WRITING 
 
Question 6 
 
The task is to write a letter in response to an article with the headline ‘Young people today 
lack any desire for adventure’. 
AO4 and AO5 are assessed. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 
S34 This is a confident and assured response. The candidate 

opens with a strong assertion and goes on to express their 
thoughts and ideas quite vehemently and certainly 
successfully. Ideas are well-reasoned and developed. 
Whilst this does not have the qualities of perception or 
subtlety required for level 5 AO4, it is firmly within level 4. 
The vocabulary is wide, but not extensive, a range of 
punctuation is used deliberately and this is structured 
cohesively. 

AO4: Level 4  
21 marks 
 
AO5: Level 4  
15 marks 
 

S35 There is a very sharp focus on the task: the candidate 
manipulates a series of sophisticated ideas and 
communication is perceptive and often subtle. Vocabulary 
is extensive and used strategically with occasional 
deliberate use of more colloquial language ‘eat-sleep-work-
repeat’. There are touches of light humour that engage the 
reader and points are supported and expanded upon by 
looking at the Korean experience. There is excellent 
control of a wide range of punctuation. The touches of 
sophistication and perception put this into the middle of 
level 5 for AO4 and the degree of technical competency 
gains it full marks for AO5. 

AO4: Level 5 
25 marks 
 
AO5: Level 5 
18 marks 

S36 The candidate communicates very clearly and presents a 
series of ideas and opinions that show a clear sense of 
purpose. There is fully appropriate form, tone and register 
used throughout. The letter is quite competently organised 
and, whilst not sufficiently ambitious in either the scope of 
its idea or vocabulary and punctuation to move into level 4, 
does meet all level 3 criteria for both AOs. This is a good 
example of an extremely secure level 3. 

AO4: Level 3 
17 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
11 marks 
 

S37 There is a very clear sense of ‘voice’ in this letter which is 
written with great fluency and some flair. It is very well-
crafted and the move from the heights of ambition for 
adventure in South Kores to the more everyday adventures 
of walks with the dog to new places is very successful. The 

AO4: Level 5 
24 marks 
AO5: Level 5 
17 marks 
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challenges to perceptions of young people are subtle and 
persuasive and place this within level 5 for AO4. It might be 
argued that the single sentence paragraphs are what you 
might expect to find within a speech but here in the letter 
they are used skilfully to add emphasis to the points made. 
There is an extensive vocabulary and, whilst there might 
be a greater range of punctuation, it is used accurately and 
with precision. 

 

S38 The candidate begins with a straightforward statement both 
agreeing and disagreeing that young people lack a spirit of 
adventure. They then go on to expand a little on their 
points but ideas are largely undeveloped and examples 
given such as boys are indoors playing video games and 
travelling is expensive are, again, straightforward. Overall, 
all of AO4 level 2 criteria are met and there is enough 
clarity of purpose to move this into level 3. All of level 2 
AO5 criteria are also met and there is just enough variety 
of vocabulary to lift into level 3 also. 

AO4: Level 3 
12 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
8 marks 
 

 
 

Question 7 
 
The task is to write the section of a guide giving advice on the importance of preparation. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 
S39 This is an unusual response; it appears as if the candidate 

has taken on the idea of a guide by writing in very short 
single sentence paragraphs. Ideas are broadly appropriate 
but expression does lack some clarity at times. There is 
some grasp of purpose as there is an attempt to give 
advice. The response moves through a series of ideas 
which can seem a little vague and the piece would have 
benefited from some concrete examples. There is an 
awareness of form and tone. There is some correct use of 
punctuation and spelling but also errors in syntax which 
impede clarity at times. 

AO4: Level 2 
10 marks 
 
AO5: Level 2 
6 marks 
 

S40 This is a very brief response. There is a capital letter at the 
start, a comma and no full stop. There is some correct 
spelling. There is a clear idea expressed but no 
development so communication remains at a basic level. 
Using best-fit, the response meets the criteria for top mark 
in level 1 for both AOs. 

AO4: Level 1 
5 marks 
 
AO5: Level 1 
3 marks 
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S41 This is an extremely successful response with a very 
secure realisation of purpose and form, tone and register 
are all very effective with address to the reader in a friendly 
manner (Now, if you- like a younger me-‘) helping to 
convey the message. Ideas are managed cohesively and, 
whilst they may not be sufficiently complex or subtle for 
level 5, the criteria for AO4 level 4 are met entirely. 
Punctuation is positioned strategically, there is a very wide 
vocabulary but there are a few slips in spelling. For AO5 
this also reaches top of level 4. 

AO4: Level 4 
22 marks 
 
AO5: Level 4 
15 marks 
 

S42 This piece improves as the candidate moves through their 
ideas but there is a clear introduction followed by a 
personal anecdote and then the example of a rugby match 
and consequences of a lack of preparation. The ending of 
the response has an effectively-placed appeal to the 
reader and it is quite well-organised overall. There is a 
wide vocabulary but also a number of spelling errors. The 
response is moving towards level 4 in both AOs but does 
not quite do enough and remains at the top of level 3. 

AO4: Level 3 
17 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
11 marks 
 

S43 The candidate successfully offers a lot of very sound, if 
rather generalised, advice. The examples are largely 
limited to school and exam preparation which would, of 
course, reflect the candidate’s own experiences and would 
be ideally suited to a readership of young people. There is 
a secure realisation of purpose and an earnest and 
effective tone which places this firmly in level 4 for AO4. A 
wide vocabulary has been employed and punctuation has 
been positioned for clarity. 

AO4: Level 4 
21 marks 
 
AO5: Level 4 
15 marks 
 

S44 The candidate begins with a salutation and a question. 
They then go on to make some points and have clear 
ideas, with examples and personal anecdote to support 
and exemplify them. Short sentences are used 
deliberately. Expression does sometimes waver but overall 
there is sufficient clarity for a mark within level 3 for AO4 
but this remains at the top of level 2 for AO5.  

AO4: Level 3 
14 marks 
 
AO5: Level 2 
7 marks 
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SECTION A: READING 
 

Questions 1-3 assess AO1. These questions are worth 11 marks out of 90 on the paper 
and are meant to be the straightforward questions that enable candidate to score marks 
relatively easily. 
 

Question 2 
There are other valid responses to those on the mark scheme- we cannot know what ‘own 
words’ a candidate might choose to use. Some words may not have suitable alternatives 
and may be used by the candidate - mark scheme states ‘own words where possible’ and 
is a guide. 
Please tick or highlight correct answers for your CE1 sample and annotate why you have 
awarded the marks you have. 
The focus is on lines 36-41. Do not reward responses from outside of this section. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 
S53 This concise response makes a good number of relevant 

points: the grandmother is with them; they go at a slow 
pace; they are greeted by the villagers; grandmother 
introduces the writer’s father; the writer’s mother is not 
introduced; the father stops and talks to people. 

4 marks 

S54 This response also makes a good number of relevant 
points: the walk was long; it was slow; there was a lot of 
chatting; grandmother introduces the writer’s father to 
people; she does not introduce the writer’s mother; the 
father stops and talks to people. 

4 marks 

S55 The candidate makes 4 valid points: the walk is slow; the 
grandmother introduces the father; she does not introduce 
the mother; the writer is thinking about her grandmother;s 
feelings on the walk. 

4 marks 

S56 This candidate also makes 4 valid points: the walk was 
slow; the grandmother introduces her son; she does not 
introduce her daughter-in-law; the writer’s father greets old 
friends. 

4 marks 

S57 The candidate appears to have written a lot but most of this 
consists of words lifted from the passage but reordered or 
with a pronoun changed from first to third person. On 
balance, it was felt that there was some attempt to put into 
words and that 2 marks could be awarded. 

2 marks 
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S58 Unfortunately, this candidate has not focused on the 
question but gains a mark for the final point about the 
writer thinking about her grandmother’s feelings. 

1 mark 

 
 
Question 3 
Candidates do not need to support responses with quotations. The question says ‘may’.  
Whilst the question does not ask for own words there should not be non-selective copying 
of the text. A brief quotation may be used to complete a candidate’s sentence and make a 
point and there is no need for any comment/analysis as this question is still AO1. 
Please tick or highlight correct answers for your CE1 sample and annotate why you have 
awarded the marks you have. 
The focus is on lines 52-64. Do not reward responses from outside of this section. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 
S59 A range of  points is made succinctly and the candidate 

has supported with textual references: the writer feels sad; 
she does not want to leave her grandmother; she is afraid 
of what’s happening; she is scared of leaving the life she 
knows; she feels hopeless; she does not want to look 
ahead. 

5 marks 
 

S60 The candidate makes 4 clear points which are supported: 
the writer was unhappy; she did not want to leave Shitang; 
she misses the village; she feels she does not have a good 
future. 

4 marks 
 

S61 This is a very full response that presents a wide range of 
points and easily gains full marks. 

5 marks 

S62 In this answer, the candidate makes 3 supported points: 
the writer does not want to leave Shitang; she feels 
hopeless and she is unable to escape. 

3 marks 
 

S63 The candidate makes the two points that the writer feels 
fear and she also feels sadness and supports them with 
textual reference. 

2 marks 
 

 
 

Question 4 
Text 2 ‘Chinese Cinderella’ 
If a candidate writes a response on the wrong text please send this to review.  
The focus is on AO2, language and structure, and the mark scheme is levelled. 
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Candidates have been taught this text from the anthology. 
Look at the indicative content for this question but please bear in mind that candidates 
may make their own valid points which might not appear on the mark scheme but can be 
rewarded. 
The candidate does not have to have an equal amount of language and structure points in 
a response. There is no capping at level 2 on this paper for a candidate who only looks at 
language or structure, but not both. 
If on a first reading a candidate appears to have only looked at language look again as 
there may be an implied point or comments like ‘at the beginning’, ‘he moves on to…’ or ‘at 
the end’. 
 
Highlight key words on level grids: 
L1=  
Basic identification/ little understanding (Lang and/or structure) 
Limited use of references 
L2=  
Some understanding (language and structure) 
References valid but not developed 
L3=  
Clear understanding and explanation (language and structure) 
References appropriate 
L4=  
Thorough understanding, exploration (language and structure) 
References - detailed, appropriate and fully supports 
L5=  
Perceptive/ analysis (language and structure) 
Discriminating references/ clarifies 
 
Script                   Commentaries                  Mark 
S64 Right from the start, it is clear that the candidate has an 

excellent understanding of the extract and their focus on 
foreshadowing and irony alert us to their assured and 
perceptive interpretation which is sustained throughout. 
The selection of references is definitely discriminating and 
they are used skilfully. 

Level 5: 
12 marks 
 

S65 In the opening sentence, the candidate shows some 
understanding of the author’s relationship with her family 
and selects an appropriate textual reference to support it. 
There is a further selection of negative words with some 

Level 2: 
4 marks 
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comment and mention of first person narrative. Whilst, the 
points are valid, there is insufficient development to move 
this out of level 2. 

S66 The candidate starts with a confident assertion about the 
writer’s contrasting relationship with family and with her 
friends at school. They include a supporting quotation and, 
although the simile is not identified as such, the use of 
language is explored. Further examples of ‘violent and 
intense’ words are selected. The candidate moves on to 
focus on the writer’s relationship with her father and 
quotations are used well and support points effectively. 
There is a very thorough understanding and this meets all 
of the level 4 criteria but does not quite have the degree of 
perception needed for the top level. 

Level 4: 
10 marks 
 

S67 There is a general understanding of the passage’s content 
but the opening paragraph simply presents the question 
back to us; we then have a point that ‘she didn’t really like 
her family’ which is followed by another general comment 
but this time supported by quotation. This is a very slight 
response that only really looks at the opening of the text 
and remains within level 1. 

Level 1: 
2 marks 
 

S68 There is some clear understanding of language and 
structure features; the response does take a little while to 
get into its stride and the second page is stronger and 
offers sound explanation. Appropriate and relevant 
quotations are selected and embedded. This is a good 
example of a ‘half marks’ answer. 

Level 3: 
6 marks 
 

 

Question 5 
This is a challenging question requiring a comparison of the texts.  
The focus is on how the writers present ideas and perspectives about their experiences. 
It is useful to look at the indicative content of the mark scheme as a guide but candidates 
will make their own points. 
Candidates are free to choose many different kinds of comparison; the MS refers to 
‘theme, language and/or structure’ but there are other features such as tone, often a 
discriminator, which they may consider.  
It might be helpful to highlight or tick comparison words when marking your CE1 but 
remember some candidate may have implicit comparison. 
Mark grid 
Bullet 1: comparison 
Bullet 2: ideas/ perspectives 
Bullet 3: references 
L 1 = no comparison; describes ideas and perspectives; limited refs 
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L 2 = obvious comparisons; comment on ideas and perspectives; valid refs, but not 
developed 
L 3 = range of comparisons; explains ideas and perspectives; appropriate relevant 
references 
L 4 = wide range of comparisons; explores ideas and perspectives; balanced, fully 
supportive references 
L 5 = varied and comprehensive comparisons; analyses ideas and perspectives; balanced, 
discriminating and fully supportive references 
 
Script                   Commentaries                  Mark 
S69 After a general introduction, the candidate moves on to 

make some sound comparative points and explains them 
fully looking at theme, tone and language. There is not a 
wide range of points but sufficient to fulfil all of the level 3 
criteria. 

Level 3 
13 marks 
 

S70 Some obvious comparisons are made: the authors are 
both Chinese, both are about childhood experiences, both 
pieces are written in the first person. The final point is more 
developed with textual support. The response compares 
throughout but does not move beyond the opening of both 
texts and so is undeveloped. All level 2 criteria are met. 

Level 2 
8 marks 
 

S71 The candidate does make some very simple comparison 
and offers some description but this is limited and very 
brief and remains within level 1. 

Level 1 
4 marks 

S72 This response covers a wide range of points of comparison 
and they are supported by well-balanced references from 
the two texts. Ideas and perspectives are fully explored 
and this meets all level 4 criteria. 

Level 4 
18 marks 
 

S73 The candidate works methodically through a good range of 
comparative points exploring the writers’ ideas and 
supporting points effectively with apt textual references. 
Whilst the approach is not sophisticated, it does meet 
some of the level 4 criteria. 

Level 4 
15 marks 
 

S74 The response starts off with a clear point of comparison- 
that the writers are deprived of love and care - and this is 
supported. Further points of similarity are presented and a 
final point showing a difference. There is sufficient range 
for a mark within the lower end of level 3. 

Level 3 
10 marks 
 

S75 This is a very strong and assured response that covers a 
varied and comprehensive range of points. The candidate 
has analysed different elements of the two texts skilfully 
(e.g. the comparison of the fathers) and has produced an 
impressive answer that meets all level 5 criteria. 

Level 5 
22 marks 
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SECTION B: TRANSACTIONAL WRITING 
 
Question 6 
The task is to write a speech expressing views on the statement ‘Nowadays there should 
be no difference in the ways that boys and girls are raised and educated.’ 
There are 45 marks for this question and it is important to use the whole range and not to 
be too harsh with mid-level candidates. 
AO4 and AO5 are assessed. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                  Mark 
S76 This is not a very long response and there is some 

awkwardness of expression that impedes clarity at times 
but the candidate certainly conveys their message that 
boys and girls should be treated the same and looks at the 
way they were treated in the past. This fulfils all level 2 
criteria for AO4. Spelling and punctuation are quite 
accurate but there are significant syntactical lapses. Best fit 
places this in level 2 for AO5 also. 

AO4: Level 2 
11 marks 
 
AO5: Level 
6 marks 
 

S77 This response communicates with subtlety and perception 
and there is a very focused and sophisticated use of form, 
tone and register. There is very deliberate and strategic 
organisation that helps in manipulating ideas and the 
listeners’ emotions. This is heartfelt and persuasive and 
worthy of full marks. 

AO4: Level 5  
27 marks 
 
AO5: Level 5 
18 marks 

S78 The candidate has produced an engaging piece with a very 
clear sense of audience and purpose and fully appropriate 
use of form and register. All AO4 level 3 criteria are met. 
Use is made of a very varied vocabulary and spelling is 
generally accurate; there is varied punctuation but there is 
also some comma splicing. The AO5 mark is securely 
within level 3 also. 
 

AO4: Level 3 
17 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
10 marks 
 

S79 The candidate presents plenty of ideas which are 
thoroughly developed. There is a wide vocabulary and a 
good degree of accuracy overall and this is a well-
structured speech. This sits near the top of level 4 for AO4 
and right at the top of the level for AO5. 
 

AO4: Level 4 
21 marks 
 
AO5: Level 4 
15 marks 
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S80 This is an assured and cohesive response that, whilst 
lacking the flair of S77 perhaps, does firmly meet the Level 
5 criteria. Task is sharply focused on purpose and there is 
sophisticated use of form and tone. 

AO4: Level 5  
25 marks 
 
AO5: Level 5: 
16 marks 

 
Question 7 
The task is to write an article with the title ‘My hopes and ambitions for the future’. 

 
Script                   Commentaries                  Mark 
S81 The piece begins with a strong and arresting statement 

that engages reader interest and clearly states the 
difference between hopes and ambitions. The candidate 
works through a series of their own hopes and ambitions 
using a wide vocabulary. Sentence structure is managed 
for deliberate effect and the article is well-organised 
although it stops rather abruptly. It was placed firmly within 
level 4 for both AOs. 

AO4: Level 4 
20 marks 
 
AO5: Level 4 
14 marks 
 

S82 The candidate communicates very clearly and there is an 
extremely sound sense of purpose. Organisation is very 
sound; vocabulary is not very adventurous (e.g. repetition 
of ‘nice’) but spelling and punctuation are largely accurate. 
All level 3 criteria for both AOs are fully met. 
 

AO4: Level 3 
17 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
11 marks 

S83 Whilst the ideas within the article are not particularly 
ambitious, the candidate does communicate clearly and 
the piece is structured in straightforward paragraphs. There 
is a varied vocabulary and spelling is reasonable. This is a 
good example of a response worth just about half marks. 
 

AO4: Level 3 
14 marks 
 
AO5: Level 3 
9 marks 

S84 This response is similar in quality to S80. There is an 
engaging start in which the candidate sets out their 
ambitions and they then go on to expand and develop 
ideas in a sophisticated and very assured manner. The 
response was placed securely within level 5 for both AOs. 
There are some occasional slips but this is very accurate 
and an extensive vocabulary is employed. 

AO4: Level 5  
25 marks 
 
AO5: Level 5 
17 marks 

S85 The candidate communicates in a broadly appropriate way 
and shows some grasp of purpose. The overall ideas are 
conveyed to the reader but there is a lack of clarity in 
expression at times. Spelling of quite a reasonable range 

AO4: Level 2 
8 marks 
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of vocabulary is accurate (‘enrich’, ‘knowledge’) but there 
are issues with punctuation, missing articles, syntax etc. 
This was placed within Level 2 for both AOs but is not as 
secure as S76. 

AO5: Level 2 
5 marks 
 

 


