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Introduction 
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to International Advanced Level English Literature Unit 4: Shakespeare 
and Pre-1900 Poetry, Section A. 
 

• The responses in this pack were taken from the June 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 
 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Shakespeare 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

In Section A, unit 4,  learners’  study one play by Shakespeare, from a choice of four. The
plays are  Measure for Measure, The Taming of the Shrew, Hamlet  and  King Lear.
Learners  explore the use of literary and dramatic devices and the shaping of meaning in
their chosen text. Teaching and  wider reading should address the significance and 
influence of contextual factors and engage with different interpretations of the chosen 
text.

In this section learners  must answer one essay question from a choice of two on their 
chosen text. The essay  questions give a statement that  learners  must respond to, taking
into consideration relevant contextual factors and different interpretations of their chosen
text.

Script  1, Question 5
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Examiner comment and mark

The  learner  presents a critical and evaluative argument with sustained textual examples.
They evaluate the effects of literary features employing a sophisticated use of concepts 
and terminology. The  learner  exhibits a critical evaluation of the ways meanings are 
shaped in texts, displaying a sophisticated understanding of the writer’s craft.

Evaluation is sophisticated and sustained and there is an appreciation of the significance
and influence of contextual factors with sophisticated links between texts and contexts.
The  learner  applies a sustained evaluation of different interpretations and  alternative 
readings of texts.  Evaluation is supported by a sophisticated application of alternative 
interpretations to illuminate the  learner’s  own critical position. One of the main strengths 
of this answer is its response to the question as being more than simply about the 
supernatural. The focus on societal unnaturalness adds an effective dimension to the 
answer, especially when it is resolved into a secure, personal conclusion in the final 
section.

Level  5,  24  marks
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Script 2, Question 4 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

The  learner  constructs a controlled argument with fluently embedded examples, using 
concepts and terminology in a discriminating manner. They largely control structures with 
precise,  cohesive transitions and carefully chosen language. There is a discriminating 
understanding of  how meanings are shaped in texts. The analysis is controlled, with some 
grasp of the nuances  and subtleties of the writer’s craft.

The  learner  provides a discriminating analysis of the significance and influence of contextual 
factors though the first part of the response. Interesting though it is, the analysis is not always 
relevant. Nonetheless, detailed links between texts and contexts are evident. A developed 
exploration of different interpretations and alternative readings of texts is presented.  The 
discussion is controlled and offers an integrated exploration of different interpretations in 
development of the  learner’s own critical position. This answer has a number of strengths. The
detail of its planning signals engagement and thought and though there are some diffuse 
strands, it improves as it goes along, ultimately resolving itself into a sustained, coherent and 
credible piece of work.

Level  4,  20  marks
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Script 3, Question 7 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

The  learner  offers a clear response using relevant textual examples. They make relevant 
use of terminology and concepts. There is a logical, clear structure with few errors and 
lapses in expression. The answer demonstrates some knowledge of how meanings are 
shaped in  texts, with consistent analysis but this is often at a surface level and the answer is
ultimately quite narrative. There is some understanding of the writer’s craft but it does not 
often become particularly technical or insightful. There is little real sense of the significance 
and influence of contextual factors and very few relevant links between texts and contexts 
are offered. By responding to the terms of the task, the  learner  offers a clear  understanding 
of different interpretations and alternative readings of texts but this is not  supported by 
either critical reference or any meaningful sense of the play’s performance  history. 

Level  3,  12  marks
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