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Introduction

• The  purpose  of  this  pack  is  to  provide  teachers  and  learners  with  some  examples  of 
responses to International  Advanced  Level English  Literature  Unit  3:  Poetry and 
Pose.

• The  responses  in  this  pack  were  taken  from  the  January 2024  examination  series.
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson  website  here.

• In  this  pack  you  will  find  a  sample  of  responses,  examiner  commentaries  and  marks.

• If  you  have  any  enquiries  regarding  these  materials  or  have  any  other  questions 
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on
teachingenglish@pearson.com

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Poetry  

Question 1 
 
In this question learners were asked to write a commentary on the poem: This is how 
they come back to us by Barbara Kingsolver. 

 

Script 1 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This  learner  offers a discriminating and controlled response to the poem. The script begins 
promisingly, with the learner outlining what they consider to be the central themes in the 
‘irreplaceable importance of family’ and ‘memory’  that  sets the rest of the response up for the 
well-controlled analysis that follows.

Language and poetic devices within the poem such as juxtaposition, voice  and imagery,
are confidently handled and supported through well-chosen evidence. Comment on
structure, however, is limited and the response seems to lose its way in the last third of
the argument where it becomes slightly repetitive. It gains momentum again in the
conclusion with a nuanced and subtle point on the repetition of the refrain ‘I think’ and its
use by the poet in presenting the strength of familial connections. Overall, this response
best exemplifies the qualities of a secure Level 4.

Level  4,  15  marks
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark 

This script clearly exemplifies the qualities of a secure Level 3.   

The response is clear, logically structured and offers an example of how to explore poetic 
terminology relevantly and with carefully chosen examples. Comment on the chronology 
of the poem and its seemingly disparate structure is well linked to the ‘timeless nature of 
life’ that the response regards as the central theme of the poem and the learner returns 
to this idea throughout the rest of the response. The imagery of the ‘bear smile’ is nicely 
handled, and concepts such as juxtaposition and ‘poetic voice’ are deployed 
appropriately.   

There is some repetition of argument, and a wider range of terminology could have been 
employed, which means whilst the response meets all of the assessment objectives it 
best exemplifies the qualities of a clear and relevant application rather than controlled 
and discriminating. 

Level 3, 12 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This script is another Level 3, but in comparison to  script 2  better exemplifies the 
features of the lower end of the Level.

There are some  nicely handled comments on the feelings created by the poem in the 
reader, for instance in the way  that  it could ‘evoke notions of the reader’s own 
memories’ and there is an attempt to explore the structure of the poem and
Kingsolver’s use of caesura. However, these comments are not always tethered 
securely to evidence or developed sufficiently to fully exemplify  assessment  objectives
1 and 2 at Level 3. Particularly for the second bullet point on  assessment  objective 2, 
the response demonstrates a general understanding at times of the craft of the writer 
than a clear understanding.

The unevenness of the coverage across both  assessment  objectives means that it is 
best placed at the lower end of Level 3.

Level  3,  10  marks
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Script 4 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This script exemplifies the features of Level 2 in that it offers a general understanding 
across both  assessment  objectives.

There is an awareness of the themes of the poem  –  loss and memory  –  and the  learner 
offers an exploration of the ‘metaphorical meaning’ of the phrase ‘come back’, but the 
points made are not thoroughly supported with textual evidence. At times, the comment 
verges on descriptive and is general. For instance, the response describes how the poet 
describes ‘his hands, teeth, his smile, his arms as he sleeps’ and mentions how this 
signifies the ‘absence’ of the grandfather physically in the poet’s life and how this 
contributes to the ‘theme of loss’. There is an awareness here of what the poet is trying to 
do, but it offers a surface and generalised interpretation rather than the more detailed 
supported consideration that would have pushed this response into Level 3.

Level  2,  7  marks
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Section B: Prose 

Question 3 
 

This question asked learners to consider how writers portray the challenges of growing up. 
In response, this learner compares: The Color Purple with What Maisie Knew.   

 
Script 1, Question 3 
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Examiner comment and mark 
 
A range of points are made in relation to the question and the ideas are presented in a 
discriminating and controlled way. This response begins strongly with an introduction that outlines 
the comparison of the protagonists, Celie and Maisie, and how although each character faces 
abuse throughout their lives the ‘outcome’ and ‘denouement’ of each text is different suggesting 
‘dissimilar destinies for the two girls’. Analysis of the writer’s craft for assessment objective 2 is 
particularly well considered and offers a range of points on the linguistic and literary techniques 
used.   

Narrative voice and form, as well as the structure of each novel is well considered. This is 
especially the case for: The Color Purple where the learner makes a good case for the 
way that Walker portrays the abuse of Celie. Contextual points are relevant, embedded 
and provide a discriminating analysis of the factors that influenced both texts. Contextual 
comment is not just provided in terms of the socio-historical factors (American Deep 
South; Victorian attitudes towards divorce) but also in terms of the literary periods in which 
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the writers were at work although this is analysed more securely for: The Color Purple than 
for What Maisie Knew.   

Analysis of connections across both texts is secure and there are detailed examples to 
support points. All assessment objectives are met at Level 4 although this response does 
not meet the criteria for critical and evaluative.   

Level 4, 24 marks 
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Question 6 

 
This question asked learners to compare the ways that the treatment of women was 
presented in their chosen texts. Script 2 and 3 the learners have compared: The 
Handmaid’s Tale and Frankenstein. 

 
Script 2, Question 6 
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Examiner comment and mark 
 
This example focuses primarily on the way that women are objectified within their 
respective societies in a straightforward and controlled way. For instance, comment is 
made on Frankenstein on the use of possessive pronouns by Victor Frankenstein to 
describe Elizabeth Lavenza and on the imagery of ‘vessels’ in The Handmaid’s Tale. 
There is also an interesting comment, fulfilling the requirements of assessment objectives 
2 and 4, on the way that Frankenstein is a male centred narrative and The Handmaid’s 
Tale is a female centred narrative. However, this point is not developed or supported 
sufficiently with examples to reward it highly within Level 4. The learner does go on to 
explore the ways that the female characters might resist or rebel against patriarchy and 
this is handled in a way that establishes secure connections between the two texts.   

There is comment on the language and literary techniques used by the writers and on the 
contextual factors, although this is not always developed in a discriminating or controlled 
way. Overall, this response was best placed at the bottom of Level 4 as it does not 
securely meet all assessment objectives.   

Level 4, 19 marks 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in English Literature (WET03) – Unit 3 Exemplar – Issue 1 – Sept 2024 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024  

Script 3, Question 6 
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Examiner comment and mark 
 
This response best exemplifies a secure Level 3 at all assessment objectives. It offers a 
clear and relevant application of terminology, concepts and creates a clear and logical 
structure. The focus on the lack of identity of the female characters in both texts is clear 
and well explored although it doesn’t securely verge on being discriminating or controlled.   

The response is uneven in its treatment of both texts. It offers much more of a discussion 
on: The Handmaid’s Tale in terms of coverage and focus on assessment objectives 2 and 
3 than it does for Frankenstein.   

Level 3, 17 marks 
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Question 7 
 
In this question learners were asked to explore the ways that the titles of their chosen texts 
are made significant by the writers. The learner has responded to: Frankenstein and Never 
Let Me Go. 

 

Script 4, Question 7 
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Examiner comment and mark

This script is a secure Level 2. There is an awareness of terminology,concepts  and the 
significance of contextual factors although a surface reading of both texts  is given. There are 
some good points made on the ‘multivocal narrative’ form of  Frankenstein  and there is an 
attempt made to link the themes of the novels to the  significance of the titles. Although this is 
a general exploration, it does meet the requirements of Level 2 for  assessment objective 2.

A range of contextual factors considered although these are not always securely tethered to 
the point being made by the  learner. The two texts are also considered unevenly, with much 
more considered comment being made on  Frankenstein  than on  Never Let Me Go. At times, 
the exploration of the texts is more descriptive and narrative than analytical.

Level 2,  11  marks
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Question 9 
 

This question asked learners to compare the ways that the writers explore the choices that 
women make. This learner has compared: Wuthering Heights and Mrs Dalloway. 

 
Script 5, Question 9 
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Examiner comment and mark

This is a very brief response to the two texts. The  learner  focuses on the relationship choices
of Clarissa Dalloway and Catherine Earnshaw and does attempt to make general 
connections across the texts although these are not fully supported with textual evidence.

Contextual points are brief and refer to the ‘societal norms’ of the respective time periods and
thus meet the criteria for a general rather than clear understanding. A general understanding 
of the texts is demonstrated although the  assessment  objectives are not fully met.

Level 2,  8  marks
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