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Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to International Advanced Level English Literature Unit 1: Post-2000
Poetry and Prose.

e The responses in this pack were taken from the June 2023 examination series. The
guestion papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.

¢ In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

e If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Post-2000 Poetry

Section A requires a comparison between two poems, one named poem from the
Anthology and one chosen by the learner. Learners are expected to use the appropriate
terminology (AO1) to explore the poet’s craft (AO2) and make meaningful connections
between the poems in relation to the question (AO4).

Performance in June 2023 suggests that some learners find it challenging to move beyond
the narrative of poems onto analysis of the writer’s craft, thus failing to access the higher
levels on AO2.

Question 1

In this question learners were asked to compare the ways poets explore work in From the
Journal of a Disappointed Man by Andrew Motion and one other poem of their choice
from Poems of the Decade.

Script 1, Question 1

Chosen question number: Question1 K Question2 [J
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Examiner comment and mark

This response, while not always accurately expressed, develops a clear and
straightforward response to the presentation of ‘work’ in both the named poem and
the selected poem. A clear sense of the connections between the poems is
established. There is some clear consideration of the methods the poets employ

and of the effects achieved but points are often under-developed and, in the case of
Motion’s use of ‘irony’, a little confused.

The somewhat laboured introduction suggests that the learner has not shaped an
argument in response to the question. Some time spent planning a structured
comparison (AO4) between the poems in relation to the topic of ‘work” would have
been well spent. As it is, the learner tends to work through the poems (*To start
with Andrew Motion develops the theme of work...”) around a scaffold of poetic
techniques (imagery, structure etc.) and while this shows some clear knowledge
and understanding of the poets’ crafting, it does not produce the discriminating and
developed response required for Level 4 on this question. Too much time has been
spent on straightforward description rather than on analysis (“'Starvation forgives
many things’ is an example of the phrases used by the author in order to evoke
negative thoughts and feelings related to work’) and on discussing what
techniques are not being used, e.g. *...no rhyme or rhythm can be found...’; ‘Motion
does not focus on a wide range of literary devices...’

The clarity and relevance of the response places it in Level 3, but the sometimes
sweeping and general nature of the points made place it lower down in the level.

Level 3, 12 marks
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Script 2, Question 1

Chosen question number: Question 1 x Question 2 X
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Examiner comment and mark

This response offers some discriminating ideas in relation to the idea of work. There is
some discriminating connection of ideas. The opening of the response shows more
confidence and control than script 1 as the learner quickly gets down to the business
of comparing the two poems. They interestingly compare paid work in the named
poem and domestic work in the selected poem.

The learner perhaps finds it challenging to make the argument about ‘stoicism’ but
moves on to nicely differentiate between working for survival and the emotional
motivation of the mother’s work in Effects as a means of showing love.

The well-sustained comparison (AO4) of the poems is a real strength of this response.
Where it falls down, however, is in its limited analysis of the writers’ craft (AO2);
there simply is not enough detailed reference to the poems themselves. The brief
mentions of the poems’ structures in the final two short paragraphs, for example, feel
like something of an afterthought.

It was felt that the response does just enough to get into Level 4 on this section.

Level 4, 16 marks
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Question 2

In this question learners were asked to compare the ways in which poets make use of
characters commenting on their own lives in A Minor Role by U A Fanthorpe and one
other poem of their choice from Poems of the Decade.

Script 3, Question 2
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Examiner comment and mark

The learner’s focus on the task is assured and effectively argued throughout. The
response consistently refers back to the topic of the question and has clearly thought
carefully about the idea of ‘self-actualization’, e.g. ‘The juxtaposition of “pretend all’s well,
admit it's not” too shows the battle the poet is waging with herself...’

They make sophisticated observations in relation to both poems and to the characters’
reflections on their own situations, drawing sophisticated connections between them.
There is some very effective consideration of the structural effects of the poems. The
learner here goes beyond simply describing the structures to explore how these choices
reflect the poet’s overall purpose, e.g. ‘The structure of the poem “A minor Role” is such
that it is made up of 7 stanzas and a single sentence line, is narrated in free verse and
feels compartmentalized to provide descriptions of different stages of acceptance.” There
is critical evaluation of the writers’ craft, e.g. ‘...although this is done in a much more
subtle, low-key way..."

A strength of this response is that it pays equal attention to both the named poem and the
chosen one. Some learners approach this question seeming only to want to write about
their preferred text. In this case the learner achieves the kind of balance that allows access
to the highest level in terms of AO4.

While it is recognised that expression here is not always fully controlled, many Level 5
criteria have been met.

Level 5, 23 marks
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Section B: Post-2000 Prose

Question 4

In this question learners were asked to explore Hosseini’'s use of contrasts in The
Kite Runner in the light of the statement: ‘Hosseini’s novel presents readers with a
world divided'.

Script 1, Question 4
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Examiner comment and mark

This response is clear and fully relevant. The learner is very much aware of the writer at
work and points to Hosseini’s use of foreshadowing, irony and so on. There is evidence in
part of detailed and discriminating analysis of the writer’s craft and how effects are
achieved:

‘One of the most gut-wrenching moments in the novel is when the reader is introduced to
the horrendous long-term effect of prejudice after Amir states, “In the end, | ran”. The
reader is shocked by how he tries to lessen his guilt towards his betrayal by stating that,
“‘Maybe Hassan was the price [he] had to pay, the lamb [he] had to slay, to win Baba... He
was just a Hazara, wasn't he?” Hosseini's utilisation of words such as “pay” depict the
objectification of Hassan, and the reference to the biblical symbolism of the “lamb” that he
has to “slay” only makes the effect on the reader more significant.’

However, the learner appears to have run out of time on this question (often the case with
Section B responses) and, despite the suggestion in the penultimate paragraph that the
learner intended to broaden and develop the response — ‘Hosseini does not only use
contrast to depict different dynamics between characters in the novel, but also to depict
what Afghanistan tends to become after the interior divisions that have been created...”’ —a
weakness in the response is its failure to address context (AO3) in any developed detail.

Overall, it was felt that the response certainly meets all Level 3 criteria and there is some
evidence of discrimination at AO1 and AO2. It just manages therefore to achieve the very
bottom mark on Level 4.

Level 4, 16 marks
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Question 9

In this question learners were asked to explore Taoibin’s use of social difference in
Brooklyn in the light of the statement: ‘Téibin is alive to the differences in people’s social
experiences and opportunities’.

Script 2, Question 9
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Examiner comment and mark

This is a clear and straightforward response to the idea of social differences in the novel.
The learner draws on a reasonable selection of contexts and uses these as part of
arguments which are clearly formulated and exemplified throughout.

The response has been organised into clear sections: women, USA versus home
countries and the positive effects of social differences. Overall, however, there is limited
discriminating comment on the text as a literary construct. In terms of AO2, there is a good
deal of description at the expense of analysis. Where there are attempts to consider the
writer’s craft, these tend to be laboured and a little repetitive, e.g. the lengthy section on
page 2 of the script above on the writer’s use of contrast.
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The learner is clearly aware of context but reference to it tends to be rather ‘chatty’ and
discursive — too far from the creation and reception of the text itself, e.g. ‘The freedom of
choice, given by Eilis’ migration is a contrast that shows how different the people can be in
different situations’. An exception to this is the consideration given to Téibin’s use of the
character of Tony:

‘By creating Tony’s character as poor, with low social status, low education level and being
the only person who financially supports his family, the author shows that not all migrations

to the USA became in “American dream”.

Overall, this is a clear and relevant response that is a little under-developed. It fulfils many
of the Level 3 criteria.

Level 3, 13 marks
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Question 19

In this question candidates were asked to explore Adichie’s presentation of emotion in
Purple Hibiscus in the light of the statement: ‘This is a novel that highlights the power
of emotion’.

Script 3, Question 19
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Examiner comment and mark

This response demonstrates discrimination in its exploration of emotion. The learner is
able to embed contexts in argument and approaches a range of interesting ways in which
emotions are displayed and understood. There is sustained discrimination and thoughtful
discussion of the ways in which meanings are shaped in the novel.

A weakness perhaps lies in the expression of ideas (AO1) particularly in terms of
transitions — each section feels unconnected to the ones preceding and following. Time
spent planning the essay would be well spent.

Analysis of the writer’s craft (AO2), while not sophisticated (and is sometimes expressed in
a rather laboured way) is discriminating and detailed:

‘Adichie explores the power of love that is shared rarely between Papa Eugene and his
family, and how it's rare occurrence makes it a powerful emotion, “ | knew that when the
tea burned my tongue, it burned Papa's love into me”. The metaphor describes the way
which Kambili receives love from Papa. The only way she receives love from him is also
by feeling pain. It ‘burned’ his love into her. Even when she is loved by him, she is also
feeling hurt at the same time. This exemplifies Eugene’s abusive nature and even during
the better moments. His abuse and pain that he inflicts on his children will never leave
them. This pushes the reader to feel love and sorrow for Kambili as she is seen feeling
loved by Papa, but the same time it hurts her that she can always feel the feeling of love it
must come with pain.’

In terms of contexts (AO3) there is some effective linking of the text, its contexts and the
topic of the question. For example:

‘Ade Coker had said, “Imagine the standard was quiet.” This presents how if the standard
was silent against the corrupt government of Nigeria, then a ‘renewed democracy’ cannot
be possible. Papa advocates for freedom of speech against the military government and
explains that the standard could never be quiet. This is ironic as Papa is completely
different in his own household and does not encourage speech at all. This shows the
reader the hypocrisy of Papa, as well as showing how freedom is a powerful emotion that
can lead to a better life and more democracy. In Nigeria military governments were corrupt
and oppressed Nigerians. Acting against the government could result in severe
punishment and death.’

It was felt that many of Level 4 criteria had been met on this response.

Level 4, 19 marks
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