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Introduction 
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to International Advanced Level English Language Unit 3: Crafting 
Languages (writing). 

 

• The responses in this pack were taken from the January 2024 examination series 
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 
 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com


 

                  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 
  

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Section  A:  Creating Text

Question  1

In this  section  learners  are presented with a selection of linked source texts upon which 
they must base their own text that meets the criteria of a new genre. The source texts are 
taken from a wide range of genres,  that  could be texts intended for either print or digital 
production.

Examples of sources might  include  advertising, charity appeals, recruitment campaigns,
speeches, opinion columns, magazines, e-mails, brochures, interviews, blogs, information 
texts, scientific articles, news reports, descriptive passages, diaries, letters, travel writing,
advisory texts and texts for children.

The genre of the new writing is prescribed, but  learners  then choose their own audience,
purpose and context which allows them the freedom to adopt a suitable persona and 
authorial voice.

There are 20 marks available for this question  that  is assessed  against:

AO5: Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to communicate in different
ways.

Section  B:  Commentary

Question  2

Section B, question 2,  requires the  learners  to produce an analytical commentary on the 
text produced in Section A, question 1. This should explore the intended audience,
purpose and context of the article and how this influenced the  learner’s choice of register,
tone and language techniques as well as discussing structure, organisation and how the 
original sources were adapted to create a new text.

Performance in January 2024 suggests that the most challenging aspect continues to be 
the analysis of language techniques  that  is  often less successfully handled than 
commentary on audience, purpose and context.

There are 30 marks available for this question which is assessed against:

AO1: apply appropriate methods of language analysis using associated terminology and 
coherent written expression.

AO2: demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to language use.
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AO3: analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are associated 
with the construction of meaning.  
 
AO4: explore connections across texts informed by linguistic concepts and methods.  
 
As section A and section B are linked, this unit is assessed as a whole. 
 

Script 1, Section A 
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Section A:  Examiner  comment  and  mark

A notable strength of this response is how  well it makes use of the source material, in 
combining a range of opinion pieces and links to interviews, with a well-organised section 
listing practical advice. The key point here is that the  learner  does not simply lift from the 
source material, but rather  the source material is reshaped in a highly original and effective
way.

Another strong feature of the response is the way in which features of the blog are used to 
really good effect. For example, an engaging title (‘Photography  –  a memorable job with 
memorable works’); clear sections (‘Here is some advice from our fellow writers ...’); use of
internal and external links (‘Visit Photo Memories blog here’ ; ‘Here are two examples of 
professional photographers’ resumes ...’) ; clear call to action (‘There is nothing stopping 
you ...’) an engaging, friendly tone to encourage interest (‘If you’re good with animals, try 
wildlife photography ...’) use of some more formal and technical terms in what might be 
termed a ‘professional’ blog (‘DSLR camera’; ‘beige-toned background’; ‘flexible tripod’).

Finally,  there is assured and effective crafting of the text to engage and inform the 
audience. For instance, the nice variation of sentence length: ‘Memories come and go.
They are fleeting.’ and the creative use  of metaphor: ‘ ... we are the middleman between a 
fleeting memory and a nostalgic audience’.

Overall,  the response meets all the criteria for level 5 on AO5. Very impressive.

Section A:  Level  5,  20  marks
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Script 1, Section B 
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Section B:  Examiner  comment  and  mark

This is a highly convincing commentary. The  learner  had made specific decisions about 
audience, purpose and context for the blog and was able therefore to make detailed and 
insightful comments about why they had crafted their writing in a particular way. The 
response provides lots of examples and uses relevant terminology to analyse the 
intended effect of techniques.

There is evidence of critical understanding of genre, with perceptive comments on the
use of features of the blog. The  learner  also evaluates features of layout, its location on a
website landing page, use of hyperlinks and so on. There is also analysis of  the structural
features of the piece (‘rule of 3’) and, importantly, how these link to purpose and 
audience.

There was also critical examination of technical methodology that made some use of 
appropriate terminology, e.g. the application of ‘synthetic personalization’ theory; creation
of a ‘voice’; use of ‘juxtaposition’ and effective transitions. The evaluation of the use of 
extended metaphor around ‘memory’ is interesting and perceptive. The  learner  has also 
effectively evaluated their re-working of the  source material, offering clear reasons for the
choices made.

Although the response certainly fulfils the criteria for Level 4 on this question (there being
plenty evidence of discriminating analysis expressed with some sophistication) and is 
evaluative in its  approach, the range and depth of technical methods and terminology 
did not quite meet the criteria for Level 5. For example, there is limited  analysis at 
sentence level and quite a bit of time was spent on the extended metaphor. Overall, the 
response sits on the border of Levels 4 and 5.

Section B: Level  5,  25  marks
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Script 2, Section A 
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Section A: Examiner  comment  and  mark

The response shows a lack of fluency at times, e.g. ‘The only requirement you may suffer 
could be at photo editing ...’; ‘let me ring your brain a little’, but it still has many positive 
features in its efforts to engage an audience.

The  learner  has chosen to produce a much more personal blog than in Script 1 and it 
becomes evident quite quickly that the chatty personal style is in fact self-limiting, with the 
expression of ideas at times becoming overly lengthy.  However, while the piece could 
have been better organised, it is still engaging. For example, the blog has no title, but the 
opening rhetorical question is a clear attempt to engage the reader; there is sustained use
of direct address; some sentence variety is used for effect (‘See how easy it is.’) and 
attempts at humour (‘clicking some random newborns’)  -  although not always  successful  -
do show an awareness of audience.

Although the blog genre is not always convincing, this response is better than simply ‘clear
and straightforward’,  that  would  be typical of Level 3. Some Level 4 criteria were met.

Section A: Level  4,  14  marks
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Script 2, Section B 
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Section B: Examiner comment and mark 
 
Although it feels a little formulaic at times, the commentary covers a reasonable range of 
different points and offers some good examples. Points made are accurate and coherent. 
However, in general, the links made between form and function are weak. The ending 
feels rushed and list-like, the learner perhaps having spent too long on Section A and 
possibly trying to do too much. 
 
In the opening sections, the learner makes a number of pertinent points about purpose 
and audience and how these affected the choices made about tone and voice, as well as 
recognising the significance of building a relationship with the audience: ‘This use of 
exaggeration was made to create an amusing effect but also build curiosity in the mind of 
my readers’. Some attempt is made to link linguistic choices, their effect and the reasons 
why the choice was made: 
 
‘My use of the exclamatory sentence ‘no!’ allows me to be expressive yet being able to 
grasp curiosity from my readers as they may come up with a different answer to my 
statement mentioned above. Moreover, I have used ‘6 - inch devices’ as a synonym for 
mobile phone to add humour to my blog as keeping my readers engaged may be one of 
critical parts of writing. For contrast, the use of colloquialism in order to fit the needs of 
my audience has added better understanding of my purpose.’ 
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As the commentary progresses, however, it becomes a list of techniques  –  all using 
generally accurate terminology, but with increasingly limited analysis (‘discourse
markers’; ‘lexicons’; ‘graphological connotation’; 'aural verbs’; ‘temporal adverb’). A 
number of points are made without the important link to reasons why a particular 
technique was used. Where there is an attempt to make a link, the reason given tends to
be vague and generalised: ‘the  employment of asyndetic listing ...is done to add rhythmic
effect and also make my statement look  clearer and more concise’; ‘my imperative 
statement ... allows my reader to have a feeling of curiosity’; ‘I have made use of a 
dummy auxiliary verb ‘Don’t’ to connect with my readers’.

Overall, this response meets all the criteria for Level 3 and sits on the boundary 
between Levels 3 and 4.

Section B: Level  4,  19  marks
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Script 3, Section A 
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Section A: Examiner comment and mark 
 
This is a clear and straightforward response to the task. The learner clearly knows what 
she/he wants to achieve and understands that they are writing to engage an audience.  
While there is some evidence of knowledge of the blog genre, the piece could easily be a 
magazine article. Attempts to develop a relationship with an audience are fairly 
straightforward (‘...see how your priceless creative ideas shine’; ‘here is a fun fact...’) if a 
little awkward at times. The lack of clarity and fluency has more of an impact here than in 
the previous two scripts above.  
 
The most obvious weakness in this response is the rather clumsy way in which it uses 
source material, e.g. ‘Amy McDonald, a professional photographer said...’; Yasuyoshi 
Chiba was a photographer in 2021...’ The response should be a piece of completely 
original writing, using the information in the source booklet, rather than just a summary of 
the sources. In order to access the higher Levels on this question, learners need to be 
selective in choosing what material to use and judicious in crafting their own piece. 
 
This response does meet all Level 3 criteria but does not move beyond those. 
 
Section A: Level 3, 12 marks 
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Script 3, Section B 
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Section B:  Examiner  comment  and  mark

The  learner  makes clear and relevant comments about their blog text, pointing out some 
language features using appropriate terminology (‘tripling’; ‘choice of lexis’ etc.) but not always
developing much analysis around these.

While the response makes a reasonable range of points about use of language, there is very 
little comment on how the source material has been used. In order to access Level 4 on this 
question,  learners  have to demonstrate ‘discriminating controlled application' of understanding
to the reshaping of the source texts.

The  learner  makes reference to relevant linguistic and psychological theories (‘Giles’
accommodation theory’; ‘Grice’s maxims’) but there is not much development of these in 
relation to the text.

Overall, this was a solid response that sits comfortably in Level 3. Clear and relevant, but 
underdeveloped.

Section B:  Level  3,  17  marks
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