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Introduction 
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to International Advanced Level English Language Unit 2: Language in 
Transition. 

 

• The responses in this pack were taken from the June 2023 examination series and 
the source data was an example of Hawaiian English. The question papers and 
mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 
 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section  A:  Spoken Language Today

Question  1

This section provides an unseen piece of spoken language from the 21st century  that  is a 
variety of English. Question 1 engages  learners in an analysis of the development of this 
variety in relation to Standard English. In this series, the spoken language was an 
example of Hawaiian Pidgin English.  This questions  asked  learners  to use Text A as the 
basis from which to explore the connections between English spoken in Hawaii and 
standard forms of English.

Script  1
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This  script  scored within the middle of level 1. It is an undeveloped response  that 
demonstrates a descriptive approach to the data. Terminology used is limited ‘lexis’ and 
‘suffix’ and the  learner  uses general terms such as ‘this word’ or ‘sound’ when describing
features. The learner chooses a few things to comment on but merely states the 
difference or the word that is missing with no exploration. There are comments  that  show
misunderstanding such as, referring to variations as incorrect or causing confusion as 
well as misinterpreting the format of transcripts by identifying a lack of capital letters in 
the text.

Level  1,  3  marks
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Examiner comment and mark 

 
 

 

 
 

    

This  script  was awarded towards the top of level 2 showing general understanding. In 
terms of AO1 the response is well structured and expressed and uses some terminology 
accurately. However, the learner misses opportunities to use it consistently, particularly 
in phonology, instead opting for general terms such as ‘the word’ or ‘the sound’. They 
work through the frameworks systematically and make some connections such as about 
the influence of American English and other languages on the variety but don’t develop 
these points with reference to any theories or concepts. They identify features of syntax 
and discourse  that show general understanding of the methods of linguistic analysis but 
the script leans into description as the learner doesn’t discuss the non-standard features.
There is some misunderstanding such as linking repetition ‘that’s that’s’ to the speaker 
having limited English rather than it being a feature of spoken language.

Level  2,  9  marks

This script was awarded towards the top of level 2 showing general understanding. In 
terms of AO1 the response is well structured and expressed and uses some terminology 
accurately. However, they miss opportunities to use it consistently, particularly in 
phonology, instead opting for general terms such as ‘the word’ or ‘the sound’. They work 
through the frameworks systematically and make some connections such as influence of 
American English and other languages on the variety but don’t develop these points with 
reference to any theories or concepts. They identify features of syntax and discourse that
shows general understanding of the methods of linguistic analysis but it leans into 
description as they don’t discuss the  non-standard features. There is some 
misunderstanding such as linking repetition ‘that’s that’s’ to the speaker having limited 
English rather than it being a feature of spoken language.

Level 2, 9 marks
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Examiner comment and mark 

 
This script was awarded towards the top of level 3 showing clear relevant application. 
The learner addresses each language framework choosing relevant features to comment 
upon. There is clear and consistent use of terminology throughout, and the learner 
makes some links to other varieties such as MCL English. They provide examples of 
non-standard lexis from the text that they could have explored linking to the development 
of Creoles and the borrowing from languages that have influenced the variety. They do 
show some knowledge of the development of English with reference to Kachru’s Circle 
and make efforts to support their points within their analysis, however the lack of 
theoretical application is a limiting factor.   
 
Level 3, 14 marks 
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This  script  was awarded at the top of level 4 showing discriminated controlled application.
The response is well structured and expressed. There is a systematic movement through 
the frameworks and levels prompted by the bullet points resulting in a sustained focus on 
the task. The learner  makes connections between Standard English and other varieties of
English  that share similar features with the Hawaiian variety. This is supported with 
reference to covert prestige, substratum theory and accommodation theory showing 
understanding of language development and attempts to draw conclusions from the data.

Level  4,  20  marks
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Examiner comment and mark 

 
This script was awarded mid-level 5 demonstrating critical and evaluative application. It is 
a secure and well-developed response, identifying patterns of language and analysing 
evidence effectively with appropriate terminology. There are some minor errors when 
utilising terminology but overall, the learner correctly identifies a range of features to 
discuss.  They demonstrate secure knowledge and understanding of relevant language 
concepts and theories such as code switching, covert prestige, superstrate language, and 
Kachru’s circle addressing them relevantly and effectively. They make well developed 
connections and engage in analysis throughout their response. 
 
Level 5, 23 marks 
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Script  1

Section  B:  Written Language of the 19th-20th 

Century

Question  2

In this section,  learners  answer one discussion question on two written texts in the Source
Booklet that look at the issue raised in Section A from a wider perspective. This series,  
the two extracts featured were an online article titled ‘Why Hawaiian Pidgin English is  
Thriving Today’ and an extract from an essay written in Hawaiian Pidgin English. Learners
were asked to discuss how Hawaiian Pidgin English Creole reflects the development of 
English across the world.

The scripts selected exemplify performance  for both components of the examination.
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Examiner comment and mark 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This  script  was awarded within level 2 showing general understanding. It is a borderline
script as it has descriptive elements but has been put in level 2 as it showed some 
understanding of how English developed around the world although this is explained in
very general terms. The  learner  begins by describing what each text is and then 
summarising the contents. It benefits  learners  to select examples from the texts and 
then use these as a foundation to explore the contexts in which the variety is used in 
detail. Towards the end  of the  script,  the learner mentions informal/formal writing and 
they could have linked this to Text C and explored the use of phonetic spelling and non
-standard forms used to replicate the features of speech in a written context. Overall, 
the script offers little discussion as to how this variety of English reflects the 
development of English around the world.

Level  2,  6  marks
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This  script  demonstrates a good approach to this question. Starting with context the 
learner identifies the settings in which Hawaiian Pidgin is used which is exemplified in 
Text A and  Text  B. This is expanded upon a little by linking their points to 
technological advancements. The learner could also link to stigma and  prestige,  but 
they do this later on in the latter part of the essay, as well as convergence. They could
expand on context further by discussing the context of Text C, its use in poetry and 
literature, and how the accent and non-standard grammatical features are presented 
in the text  e.g.,  phonetic spelling to create an authentic voice.

The  learner  shows clear understanding of the development of language referring to 
basilects and the Founders Principles, referencing Mufwene when discussing 
influences on the language.  Learners  may reference the work of certain authors they 
have studied (e.g.,  David Crystal) with regards to language change/development or
the spread of English when answering this question but they won’t be penalised if they
don’t.  They will be awarded based on how well they are applying their knowledge and 
understanding to the data to answer the question. This  learner  does display clear 
understanding. They focus mainly on Text A &  Text  B and the context and influence 
part of the question with little attention to linking discussion points to the role of 
international English. At the end of their response when discussing attitudes, they 
could link this to the spread of English as an international language and the role it 
plays in the perception of non-standard varieties.

Level  3,  13  marks
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Examiner  comment  and  mark

This  script  was awarded within level 4 as it shows discriminating controlled application.
This is an effective response leading with a connection across all three texts regarding 
upward convergence and code switching depending on audience. The learner also 
makes links to stigmatisation and writes a well-developed section on the influences of 
other languages linking to other varieties as well as the influence Hawaiian language 
has had on English with the addition of ‘hammajang’ into the Oxford dictionary. This 
response could be developed further by amplifying the role of international language in 
the discussion, for example by linking into the discussion on stigmatisation by exploring
the role of English in education, government, or  business where a Standard variety is 
required.

Level  4,  16  marks
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