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Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and learners with some examples of
responses to International Advanced Level English Language Unit 1: Language:
Context and identity.

e The responses in this pack were taken from the January 2024 examination series.
The question papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website here.

e In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

e If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Overview

WENO1 introduces learners to how language is used in data from a range of sources.
Learners explore how the contexts of production and reception affect language choices in
spoken and written texts. Learners also explore how language reflects and constructs the
identity or identities of the user and varies depending on the contexts of production and
reception. Learners apply appropriate methods of language analysis to a range of written,
spoken or multimodal data taken from 20th and 21st century sources using the key
language frameworks and levels. They also demonstrate their understanding through the
creation of a new text for a specified audience, purpose and context.

In the January 2024 examination, Text A was taken from a speech delivered in 2021 by
27-year-old Elizabeth Wathuti, a youth climate activist from Kenya at the COP26
Conference in Glasgow. She presents as a confident, articulate speaker, unphased by
the high status of her audience. Her address, coming as it does in the opening ceremony
, sets the tone for the UN Climate Change conference and gives powerful voice to the
growing concerns of young people across the world. She challenges the gathered world
leaders directly and her repeated calls for them to act decisively for global political
change on climate issues confirm her passion and her determination. Her personal
reflections on the effect of extreme weather conditions in Kenya are poignant and her
repeated focus on their effect on children reflects her role as a youth activist. Her
comments on the impact of climate change on African nations places her primary
activism geographically but her reference to herself as an adult speaking to adults
extends to global and collective responsibility of those with power and influence for the
future of all children.

Text B develops the identity of British freelance journalist Sasha Abramsky who lives and
works in the USA. His op-ed piece gives an account of his family trip to France in the
summer of 2022 when Europe was affected by the heatwave that saw temperatures on
the continent reach record highs. His personal reflections on the trip present him as a
family man whose experience would resonate with other families whose annual
European holidays were marred by the heatwave of 2022. He moves quickly from the
personal to the broader, and potentially devastating, effects of the extreme weather
caused by climate change across the continent; this reflects the kind of social and
political issues that drive his journalism. His relocation to the USA affords comparison
between the infrastructure of California and Europe to highlight the shortcomings of
Europe in terms of its ability to deal with the crisis now and in the future when projections
indicate greater extremes in weather conditions. As such his article is a call to political
action.
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Section A: Context and ldentity

Question 1

Section A, question 1 asked learners to analyse and compare how the language of both texts
conveyed personal identity. There are 35 marks available for this question.

The three bullet points below offer additional prompts and guidance directly linked to the
Assessment Objectives (and the mark scheme) for this unit and remind learners of the specific
areas of study they should apply to the task.

+ relevant language frameworks and levels
» concepts and issues such as social, cultural and gender factors
« contextual factors such as mode, field, function and audience.

Question 1 is assessed by 4 Assessment Objectives:

AO1 Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated terminology and
coherent written expression

AO2 Demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to language use

AO3 Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are associated with
the construction of meaning

AO4 Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic concepts and methods.

The following scripts exemplify level 5, 4 and 3 performance.

Script 1
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Examiner comment and mark

This is a successful response to Question 1. The mark of 31 places it in Level 5, the
highest band of achievement, but towards the mid-lower end of the Level. It consistently
exhibits the discrimination and control that characterises a Level 4 answer and
sometimes presents the critical and evaluative features of a Level 5 response with
sufficient development to justify the placement in the upper level.

There are some minor lapses but, overall, the response is well structured and expressed
and clear engagement with and understanding of the source texts is evident throughout.
There is a slight imbalance in terms of coverage to the texts, with more close detail and
attendant analysis provided for Text A. This, in part, accounts for the placement towards
the bottom of the Level. The sections on gender towards the end of the response deviate
a little from the focus of the task and this also restricts upward movement through the
level — although the learner was not penalised for their mistaken assumption that
Abramsky is female.

The response opens with consideration of the construction and presentation of personal
identity that bodes well for the address of this key requirement of the question. This
approach is evident throughout the response with insightful and well-developed
connections drawn across both texts and the frameworks applied to their analysis. This
analysis is applied with confidence — and competence- at word, sentence and whole-text
level. The response considers, by way of example. The differing registers employed by
Wathuti and Abramsky and the contextual reasons behind these which frequently link
with clarity to aspects of audience and function. The differing backgrounds/roles of the
speaker/writer are also used to develop valid and well evidenced points of contrast.
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The integration of analysis, and inclusion of terms, concepts and frameworks with links to
their function and effect is often impressive. This enables considerable reward at AO1
and AO2. For example, the comments made when investigating the register and
construction of Wathuti’s speech and the technical investigation of the repeated
imperative ‘Please open your hearts’ integrates thoughtful comment on language choices
made by the speaker to meet the requirements of her audience, function and the context
in which the speech was delivered. This enables considerable reward at AO1, AO2 and
AO3.

There are considered comments on generic form and aspects of production and
reception coupled with reflection on the contextual issues that shape the content and
focus of each text that afford significant reward at AO3.

There is a clear and sustained attempt to integrate points of comparison and contrast
between the source materials that scores consistently well at AO4, with judicious
selection of evidence to support this. This comparison ranges across frameworks
and is supported with judiciously chosen evidence and its subsequent analysis.

Level 5, 31 marks
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Script 2
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Examiner comment and mark

This is a reasonably successful response to Question 1. It was awarded a mark of 24
which places it in the middle of Level 4. It is well structured and expressed and engages
with system and balance with the source materials. The mark suggests that the answer
consistently presents the clear and relevant characteristics of a Level 3 response with
some, more successful, elements that evidence the discrimination of Level 4. These
Level 4 elements are sufficiently well developed to merit the movement to the upper
Level.

The opening sections explore the content of each source text drawing out the contextual
factors that shape each and developing effective points of comparison and contrast
between them, thus scoring at AO3. For example, consideration of the geographical
context of each text is used to reflect on the voices (and identity) of both Wathuti and
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Abramsky, with some interesting consideration of Wathuti as a representative voice of
those suffering in sub-Saharan Africa. This affords reward at AO3 and AO4. The
construction of these voices could have been analysed in more specific detail. However,
there are missed opportunities at AO3, for example the limited consideration of generic
form or the specific nature of audience.

There is a clear attempt to compare which affords some reward at AO4 although this is
not always fully developed.

There is more success at AO1 and AO2 when there is some examination of technique,
such as the imperative deployed by Wathuti to persuade her audience to reflect on the
plight of those suffering from the effects of climate change and the conjunction used by
Abramsky to signal and criticise the inaction of politicians in Europe. Links between form
and function are clear here. Subsequent comments on prestige, though essentially valid
,are overworked considering they offer only limited potential for reward. Choices are
linked with some clarity to audience and function but overall, the analysis is mostly at
lexical level (including accurate identification of word class) with limited extension to
sentence or whole text level.

Level 4, 24 marks
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Examiner comment and mark

This response was awarded a mark of 18 that places it in mid-Level 3. As such it is
characterised by the clarity and relevance of Level 3 but rarely moves to the
discrimination of a Level 4 answer. Expression and the overall structure of the response
is sound. There is a systematic movement across frameworks that enable address of
the AOs, but lack of detail/development is a restrictive factor.

The opening sections are relatively straightforward and tend to the descriptive, but
comments are relevant to the task. They summarise and compare geographic context
and focus and generic form and merit some (limited) reward at AO3 and AO4. The
response moves to comment on audience and function and again, although
interpretation is sound enough, comments essentially summarise content and approach.
There is some evidence of connection and contrast that again merits some reward at
AO4 but the tendency to describe/summarise content limits the potential for reward at
AO4.

The answer presents some relevant, if straightforward, elements of lexical analysis.
Obvious connections via lexical fields are made in relation to the common theme of
climate change. Evidence is relevant but attendant analysis is thin, with inconsistent
/vague application of specific word class, for example. Links to the personal identity of
both Wathuti and Abramsky are there — and are most effective in the section on syntax
where although there is some insecurity with sentence types and their function
exemplification does link to the construction of identity and thus achieves reward at AO1
and AO2.

Concluding comments on gender theory add little.

Level 3, 18 marks
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Section B: The Creation of Voice

Question 2

Section B, question 2 is assessed against AO5: ‘Demonstrate expertise and creativity in
the use of English to communicate in different ways’ with a total of 15 marks allocated for
this component. As such the task assesses both the fluency and accuracy of written
expression and the ability to generate an original and (hopefully) engaging text.

In January 2024 learners were asked to produce the text for an article published in the
online version of a national newspaper. Their article should inform readers about climate
change and call upon them to join a campaign demanding that the political leaders of
their country take action to support those suffering from the effects of climate change.
The second part of the question:

‘In addition to your own ideas you must refer to material from at least one of the texts in
the Source Booklet’ highlights a key requirement of the task, which is the need to adapt
some material from one (or both) of the source texts into the article.

The following scripts exemplify level 4 and 3 performance.
Script 1
_Clumate Choveoe pnd Owe fudwre =

29

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in English Language (WENO1) - Unit 1 Exemplar - Issue 1 - Sept 2024
Author and Approver: GQ Product - DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024



£ polvciomd, .

...0)

.....................................................................

OWn ruruxe g Wy dreaked oy
8 et AL NP Ce 8 LN CONNWMED

e wor rested 2 2 (ighk,

30

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in English Language (WENO1) - Unit 1 Exemplar - Issue 1 - Sept 2024
Author and Approver: GQ Product - DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024



31

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in English Language (WENO1) - Unit 1 Exemplar - Issue 1 - Sept 2024
Author and Approver: GQ Product - DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024



ok of lobels , Arst +o

ADMMLUDSS b LSS

?3*&’- ontjofﬁﬂr

il
7

32

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in English Language (WENO1) - Unit 1 Exemplar - Issue 1 - Sept 2024
Author and Approver: GQ Product - DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024



Examiner comment and mark

This is a successful response to Question 2. It was awarded a mark of 11, placing it
securely into Level 4. It demonstrates the discrimination and control that characterises
this level. There are small lapses, but the article is generally well structured and
expressed.

The heading, attribution and sub-heading signal an understanding of the generic
conventions of an article although there is no real concession to the stated online
context. At times the response reads more like a spoken text — although this is largely
acceptable, the small inconsistencies in register/tone do impact slightly. For example,
the references to the Wathuti speech are not as fluidly assimilated as they might be,
although they do meet the requirements relating to inclusion of the source materials.

The persuasive brief is clearly followed, and the deployment of rhetorical features is one
of the most effective elements of the article. The inclusion of a campaign together with
the targeting of the inaction of politicians hits the prompts embedded in the question
very effectively.

Overall, a relatively engaging and viable article is generated.

Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner comment and mark

This response to Question 2 was awarded a mark of 8, placing it securely into Level
3. It demonstrates the relevance and clarity that characterises this level and sits away
from the borders between Level 2 and Level 4.

There are lapses in expression and inconsistencies in register that negatively impact
on the potential for a higher mark. There is some reference to the source materials,
but this is not as evident as it might be.

The heading, attribution and date reflect the generic form of an article and the later
addition of a link to the ‘campaign’ addresses the online context of the text. There are
some effective elements of persuasion here. The actual nature of the campaign is not
fully developed but the targeting of politicians and their inaction is clear.

Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner comment and mark

This response was awarded a mark of 7, placing it at the bottom of Level 3. This
indicates that it meets the descriptors for Level 2 and the ‘General Understanding’ that
categorises the Level. There is a general sense of direction to the writing but a lack of
technical accuracy.

There are occasions when the response moves slightly beyond the ‘general’ to a degree
of clarity and relevance that merits the movement across the border into Level 3. For
example, the heading, attribution, and reflect the conventions of an article,despite the
awkward construction of the heading itself.

Source materials are referenced, although their assimilation lacks any real fluency.
There is a sense of ‘campaign’ and of the criticism of political inaction in the face of the
climate crisis. The persuasive nature of the task is also addressed. Overall, this is very
much a borderline script.

Level 3, 7 marks
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