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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 2, Language in 

Transition, has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the 
International Advanced Level English Language specification.  

 
In the June 2017 examination the text used for Section A, was the edited extract from a 
podcast interview with Scottish comedian Brian Limond published online in 2013.  

 
Question 1 asked candidates to use Text A as the basis from which to explore the connections 

between the Scottish dialect and standard forms of English. 
 
Three bullet points offered additional prompts and guidance directly linked to the Assessment 

Objective (and the mark scheme) for this component and reminding candidate of the specific 
areas of study, here frameworks and levels, they should apply to the task:  

• phonology 
• morphology 
• lexis 

• syntax 
 

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.  
 
This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning 

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here: 
 

 
Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here 
 

 
 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme
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SECTION A  
Script 1: Level 4- 16 marks 
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Examiner comments 
 

This response was placed at the bottom of Level 4. The borderline mark of 16 
indicates that it meets all of the descriptors ‘Clear and relevant application’ of a 

Level 3 response but also presents some (limited) evidence of the discrimination 

and control that characterises a Level 4 response. 
 

The response is generally well structured and expressed. There is a systematic 
movement through the frameworks and levels prompted by the bullet points and a 

reasonably sustained focus on the task.  
 

Comment on phonology is reasonably well developed and supported with well-
chosen evidence drawn directly form the transcript with apt links to contextual 

factors. These elements of the response combine with exploration of lexis later in 
the script and to suggest a movement towards Level 4. Comments on context, 

including the dynamic between interviewer and interviewee, are also used with 
reasonable success to explore aspects of discourse. 

 
Exploration of syntax is somewhat restricted, and comments on the connections and 

contrasts with Standard English are rather straightforward.   
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Script 2: Level 3: 12 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 

This response meets the descriptors for a Level 3 response.  

There is some system in the movement through the frameworks prompted by the 
bullets with comments on phonology and syntax the most successful. Had these 

been developed more fully and in broader range the response may well have gained 
access to a mark in a higher level.  

Theories are referenced but not integrated or supported as fully or fluidly as they 

might have been. For example, comments on Trudgill and gender add little to the 
exploration of the specific content of the interview other that unnecessary 

speculation on gender which is, essentially, a given. 
As the response progresses it tends to the descriptive which is a limiting factor. 
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Script 3: Level 2: 8 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 

This response offers some promise in the opening comment which separate the RP 
of the interviewer from the dialect of the interviewee (Limmy). It is well structured 

and expressed and continues to make relevant, if general, comments on all levels 

and frameworks embedded in the question. It is, however, anchored to Level 2 – 
and a ‘general’ understanding – due to the lack of detail and development. It offers 

little specific analysis other than the more obvious points linked to phonology and 
morphology and as such does not fully evidence understanding.  

 

 
 


