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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 1, Language: Context 

and Identity, has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the 
International Advanced Level English Language specification.  

 
Section B of the examination is assessed against AO5: ‘Demonstrate expertise and creativity 
in the use of English to communicate in different ways’ with a total of 15 marks allocated for 

this component. As such the task assesses both the fluency and accuracy of written 
expression and the ability to generate an original and (hopefully) engaging text.  

 
In June 2017 candidates were asked to write the text for a blog on the issue of climate 
change which incorporated an online petition to government demanding action be taken to 

address the issue.  Its primary purpose was to provide information about climate change and 
its possible consequences - global, national or personal. The secondary purpose of persuasion 

was linked to the petition.  
 
Candidates were expected to draw upon the at least one of the source materials provided in 

Section A but reshape them to meet the requirements of the context. 
 

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.  
 
This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning 

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here: 
 

 
Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here 
 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme


IAL English Literature exemplars with commentaries June 2017 examination series 

Script 1: Section B 
Level 5: 15 marks 
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Examiner comments 
 

This is a very effective response to Q2 which fully addresses the task. Although 

there are some issues with punctuation, meaning is not impeded and expression, 
structure and sequence is sound and a viable blog is produced.   

 
The metaphor of traffic lights achieves circularity and affords integration of the 

online petition. There is a clear and consistent sense of audience; the use of direct 
address, inclusive pronouns and shared cultural references (ref: Star Wars) and 

humour creates and develops a relationship and is appropriate for the genre.  
The selection of material from the source texts is discriminating and 

reshaped/integrated with fluency. There minimal evidence of paraphrasing.  
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Script 2: Section B  
Level 3: 7 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 

This response was placed at the bottom of Level 3. The borderline mark of 7 

indicates that it meets all of the descriptors for ‘General understanding’ that 

characterise a sound Level 2 response and, on occasion, evidences the ‘Clear and 
relevant application’ of a Level 3 response but these occasions are infrequent. 

 
The opening shows promise with the inclusion of heading and time/date appropriate 

to the given genre. Both texts are used in relatively equal balance. There is some 
reshaping of the sources but this lacks fluency and the incorporation of direct 

quotes is rather awkward and disruptive. Expression is often laboured, sometimes 
flawed and register is not consistent.   
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Script: 3 Section B 
Level 2 - 4 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 
This response was placed at the bottom of Level 2. The borderline mark of 4 

indicates that it meets all of the descriptors Level 1 response and, on occasion, 
evidences the ‘General understanding ’ of a Level 2 response but these occasions 

are infrequent. 
 

There is a reasonable awareness of audience and purpose and register/tone is 

largely consistent although expression is sometimes flawed. Imperative structures 
are also employed to achieve a sense of persuasion. Coverage of source is limited 

and this significantly impacts of potential for reward. Reference to zoos sits 
awkwardly as does the focus of the final paragraph.  

 
There is no reference to the online petition. 

 

 

 
 


