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Introduction

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 4, Investigating
Language, has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the
International Advanced Level English Language specification.

This unit provides opportunity for the development of research skills to one topic area
from a choice of:

Global English

Child Language Development
Language and Power
Language and Technology

A sub-topic for each of the specified topics is pre-released before the examination to
provide a focus for students’ research and prepare them for external assessment. In
June 2017, these sub-topics were:

e Subtopic: Australian English

e Subtopic: Child directed speech

e Subtopic: Language of charities

e Subtopic: Language of online gaming

In the 2-hour examination, students answer one question from Section A and one
question from Section B (both responses must be on the same topic).

Question 1 is based on unseen data provided in the Source Booklet and linked to the
subtopic identified in the pre-release material (see above). Question 2 involves the
production of an extended response to an evaluative question on the subtopic they
have researched.

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.

This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning
materials available on the IAL English Language web page here.

Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here
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http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme

SECTION B

Script 4
Question 8 - language of online gaming
Level 2: 8 marks

Examiner comments

The response initially begins by focusing back on the transcript from Section A and
the multi-player racing game rather than addressing the statement for question 8
and whether online gaming ‘motivates players and develops social skills’.

However, from paragraph 3 an attempt is made to look at the wider topic of ‘world
digital gaming as a new way of socializing’. The response is fairly descriptive
throughout, with a limited range of terminology applied to discuss how the language
is ‘informal and quite colloquial’.

The candidate attempts to discuss the way players use a ‘colloquial semantic field’
and through an undeveloped discussion they consider ‘the syntax of the sentences’.

Linguistic features are discussed on a surface level rather than being used to
illuminate any data.

There are no examples used from own research and theoretical discussion is also
lacking throughout.
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Script 5

Question 7 — language of charities
Level 3: 15 Marks

Examiner comments

A clear and relevant response that attempts to construct a debate on the ‘negative
and positive effects’ of language used by charities to try and ‘persuade possible
donors’.

The response is well structured and works through a number of areas within the
language framework. For example, the use of terms such as ‘thank you, please’,
relating them to the theories of Lakoff and Goffman and the use of common
features such as ‘direct address, imperatives and declaratives’.

Reference is made to Norman Fairclough’s theory of ‘synthetic personalisation” and
the impact it has on the audience by making them feel ‘as if they have been directly
spoken to.’

Terminology is clear, although at times listed. Points made are supported by
examples, however there is no explicit evidence that the candidate has completed
wider research or investigation into the topic of charities.

Contextually the candidate discusses the evolution of charities and how social media
and celebrities now play an important role in the function of charities and the
means by which they connect with their audience.
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Script 6

Question 6 — child language development (CDS)
Level 5: 26 marks

Examiner comments
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