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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 4, Investigating 

Language, has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the 
International Advanced Level English Language specification.  

 
This unit provides opportunity for the development of research skills to one topic area from a 
choice of: 

 
 Global English 

 Child Language Development 

 Language and Power 

 Language and Technology 

A sub-topic for each of the specified topics is pre-released before the examination to provide 
a focus for students’ research and prepare them for external assessment. In June 2017, these 

sub-topics were: 
 

 Subtopic: Australian English 

 Subtopic: Child directed speech 

 Subtopic: Language of charities 

 Subtopic: Language of online gaming 

In the 2-hour examination, students answer one question from Section A and one question 
from Section B (both responses must be on the same topic).  

 
Question 1 is based on unseen data provided in the Source Booklet and linked to the subtopic 

identified in the pre-release material (see above).  
 
Question 2 involves the production of an extended response to an evaluative question on the 

subtopic they have researched. 
 

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.  
 
This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning 

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here. 
 

 
Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here 
 

 
 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme
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Script 1 

Question 1 – Global language (Australian)  
Level 5: 18 Marks 

 

Examiner comments 
 
Script 1 is an example of a secure level 5 response analysing the features of 
Australian English. 

 
The response opens with a discussion of the colonial settlement of Australia and 

how this impacted in the evolution of the various dialects and accents. The 

contextual discussion acts as a springboard into the transcript analysis.  
 

The candidate explores the key language framework components: phonology, 
grammar, register and use of colloquial language in keeping with a ‘young woman 

in her twenties from Brisbane’ and applies these with confidence and in good range. 
 

Reference is made to how her language is influenced by ‘American and British 
words’ and how close discussion is made to her use of ‘diphthongs and 

monophthongs in long vowels’ when pronouncing various words.  
 

Secure and appropriate selection of evidence is drawn from the transcript to 
support the critical evaluation of language and the construction of meaning 

presented.   
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Script 2 - Question 2 – Child Language development (CDS)  

Level 3: 10 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 
The candidate has produced a clear and relevant response, which demonstrates a 
clear understanding of CDS and the role it plays in child language development. As 

such it meets the descriptors for Level 3. 
 

The response examines a range of examples from the transcript, discussing how Jan 
uses speech in order ‘to entertain’ Maddy. Consideration is made to the techniques 

used by Jan: ‘her tone would be soft and mild’, how she uses ‘many questions’ and 
how she uses Maddy’s name ‘instead of saying ‘you’.  

 
The response is well supported by exemplification from the text with a number of 

appropriate technical and linguistic terms applied. There is brief mention made to 
Katherine Nelson and Ramirez Esparza but further development could be made to 

conceptual and theoretical discussion.  In addition exploration of the impact of CDS 

on Maddy’s language could have been further developed. 
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Script 3: Question 4 – Language of online gaming  

Level 2: 6 Marks 
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Examiner comments 
 
The candidate has produced a general response when analysing the transcript of the 
two gamers. As such it fits the descriptors for Level 2. 

 
Mention is made to how they ‘may be friends’ as they have an ‘informal and colloquial 

dialect’. There is a general awareness of language and the candidate does employ 
some terminology to analyse the ‘lexical choices’, ‘semantic’ fields, ‘register’ and 

‘gaming language’ but this is in limited range. 
 

Most points are supported with exemplification from the transcript but the response 

does lack developed analysis to enable it to move into a higher level. Most points 
made are general summaries of what is actually happening in the room between the 

two gamers or feature spotting of linguistic/language features: ‘there tends to be 
repetition… there is evidence of rhetorical questions’.  

 
The response lacks discussion of concepts but does make a brief attempt to discuss 

contextual factors associated with gaming: ‘modern gaming language is quite short 
and to the point’. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


