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Introduction

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 1, Language: Context
and Identity, has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the
International Advanced Level English Language specification.

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.

This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here:

Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here
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http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme

International Advanced Level English Language
Unit 1 Language: Context and Identity

This unit introduces students to how language is used in data from a range of
sources. Students explore how the contexts of production and reception affect
language choices in spoken and written texts. Students also explore how language
reflects and constructs the identity or identities of the user and varies depending on
the contexts of production and reception.

In the June 2017 examination Text A was an edited article written by Hillary Clinton
on the day before the opening of the International Conference on Climate Change in
Paris on 30th November 2015. The article was published in ‘Time’ magazine at a time
when Clinton was seeking election as Democratic candidate for the presidency of the
United States.

Text B was the edited witness statement of Jyotsna Giri who documented her
experience of climate change in India’s Sundarbans Delta. The statement was one of
a collection of accounts posted on the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) website. Giri lived
on Lohachara Island which was permanently flooded in the 1980s. The disappearance
of the island was reported by Indian researchers in December 2006.

The question asked candidates to analyse and compare how the language of both
texts conveyed personal identity. Three bullet points offered additional prompts and
guidance directly linked to the Assessment Objectives (and the mark scheme) for this
component and reminding candidate of the specific areas of study they should apply
to the task:

e relevant language frameworks and levels

e concepts and issues such as social, cultural and gender factors

e contextual factors such as mode, field, function and audience

Section B of the examination is assessed against AO5: ‘Demonstrate expertise and
creativity in the use of English to communicate in different ways’ with a total of 15
marks allocated for this component. As such the task assesses both the fluency and
accuracy of written expression and the ability to generate an original and (hopefully)
engaging text.

In June 2017 candidates were asked to write the text for a blog on the issue of
climate change which incorporated an online petition to government demanding
action be taken to address the issue. Its primary purpose was to provide information
about climate change and its possible consequences - global, national or personal.
The secondary purpose of persuasion was linked to the petition.

Candidates were expected to draw upon the at least one of the source materials
provided in Section A but reshape them to meet the requirements of the context.
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Script 1

SECTION A - Q1: Level 5: 34 Marks
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Examiner comments

The response engages systematically and with insight with both unseen texts.
Evaluative and critical connections are drawn between the data and these are
integrated with some fluency into the body of the response. This gives much
opportunity for reward at AO4.

There is an overriding sense of the construction and presentation of personal
identity which links, with subtlety, to the primary and secondary purpose of each
text. For example, comments on Clinton reveal an understanding of the careful
development her ethical, professional and political credentials which underpin the
primary informative and persuasive function and link directly to her candidacy for
leadership of the Democratic party and, ultimately, her ambition as Obama’s
successor to the presidency. In doing this comments on context are interwoven to
provide a successful and integrated response across all AOs.

Investigation of Text B is also successful in that the personal story of Giri — and the
identity conveyed- is linked to the broader context, and agenda, of the WWF site to
which it is posted.

Connections between the data are made with system and insight.

There is judicious selection of evidence to support assertion and this evidence is
explored via secure application of frameworks of analysis at word, sentence and
whole-text level. Terminology is applied in good range and with accuracy to analyse
and differentiate the voices of Clinton and Giri and to explore the links between
form and function with system across audience, purpose, genre and context.

IAL English Literature exemplars with commentaries June 2017 examination series



Script 2
Section A - Q1: Level 4: 23 Marks
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Examiner comments

The response offers considered investigation of the source text with a reasonably
systematic and integrated approach to their comparison/contrast.

There is slightly more confidence with the Clinton text in terms of coverage and
analysis. It articulates the multiple agendas of Clinton with some clarity although
points are not as well developed as they might be. It also differentiates the
potential audiences of both texts through consideration of the genre and context of
each. Comments on the Clinton text, such as those relating to the syntactical
choices made in order to generate a sense of urgency, or the methods she uses to
connect with, and persuade, her audience are very effective and worthy of a mark
in Level 5.

However, this focus and discrimination is not consistently in evidence across the
response as a whole. In addition, exploration of the Giri text is less sharply
analytical - exemplification is sound but investigation of this evidence tends to the
non-specific in terms of analysis and attendant terminology and this restricts the
potential for reward.

Hence the mark at lower end of Level 4.
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Section A Question 1
Level 3 — 15 Marks
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Examiner comments

This response was placed at the bottom of Level 3.

The borderline mark of 15 indicates that it meets all of the descriptors for ‘General
understanding’ that characterise a sound Level 2 response and, on occasion,
evidences the ‘Clear and relevant application’ of a Level 3 response but these
occasions are infrequent.

Examples of these more successful elements include the exploration of the language
choices Clinton makes to connect with and persuade her audience or her use of
modal forms to indicate ‘future’ actions. More representative is the tendency to the
general or non-specific such as the catch-all ‘lexis’ or ‘word’ as opposed to specific
word class or the limited consideration of sentence structures.

The response is competent and reasonably systematic, especially in the connections
it draws between the texts but comments are essentially straightforward. The
primary and secondary audience and function of each is detected though comments
on the Clinton text are more fully developed. It also touches on the construction
and presentation of the identity of Clinton and Giri although there is insecurity with
specifics when linking form to function.
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