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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 3, Crafting Language 

(Writing), has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the 
International Advanced Level English Language specification.  

 
This unit comprises a 2-hour examination in which students answer two questions. 

The Source Booklet contains a series of unseen materials which are linked by topic and are 

taken from a wide range of genres. This data is used as the basis of the production of a new 

and, hopefully, engaging text. It is this creative re-casting, which draws upon at least 50% of 

the source material that comprises Question 1. This enables candidates to demonstrate their 

creativity and skills as writers by recasting source materials to produce new texts for different 

genre, audience purpose or context. 

 

They also reflect of their own work, and the writing process, through a technical commentary 

which analyses language choices made in order to adapt and develop the source materials to 

meet the requirements of a new audience/purpose/context/genre. 

 

In June 2017, the data was based upon the British pop group, The Beatles. The task for 

Question 1 was to use the material in the source texts to write an article which explained the 

story of The Beatles for a website about the history of popular music. Having been given a 

generic form, candidates were then free to choose their own audience, purpose and context 

which they indicated in a grid before writing their response.  

 

Question 2 provided bullet points to guide the candidates in the production of their 

commentary: 

 

 analyse and evaluate the language choices you have made 

 show how you have re-shaped the source material to meet the new genre, audience 

and purpose 

 comment on how contextual factors have influenced your language choices 

 
The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.  
 

This document should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning 

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here. 
 
 
Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here 

 
 
 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme
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SECTION A 

Script 1:  

Q1 – Level 5: 19 Marks; Q2 –Level 4: 24 Marks  
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Examiner comments 

 

The candidate creates a lively, convincing voice from the very beginning and, although the 

description of audience, purpose and context in the grid could have been more specific, the 

register and tone is ideal for readers of an online lifestyle magazine. The use of direct 

address, inclusive pronouns and personal anecdotes immediately creates a relationship with 

those readers and is appropriate for the genre. Similarly, subheadings are a convention of 

the website genre that are used to good effect. 

 

Material from the source texts has been selected judiciously and each section contains a 

combination of original text, information and facts, limited paraphrasing and some well-

chosen quotations, particularly from the “Beatles experts” in the source materials. Although 

the candidate has followed the same overall order of information as in the source texts, the 

content moves beyond mere summary. For example, in the section titled “Beatles 

Beginnings” which is mainly based on Text A, the change of tense to the present tense 

creates a much more immediate and entertaining voice. The final section, “Beatles 

Forever”, avoids lengthy paraphrasing of Text D, instead keeping focus on key information 

and ending with an effective link back to the anecdotal introduction to the piece with the 

phrase “in the cars and kitchens and in our hearts”. 

 

By being selective with content for Section A and staying succinct and on task, the 

candidate has been able to produce a commentary that covers a reasonable range of 

different points. Nevertheless, the commentary is not quite as successful as the creative 

task, achieving a mark on the boundary between Levels 4 and 5. 

The candidate makes a number of insightful points about purpose and audience, and how 

this affected choices made in tone and voice as well as the significance of building a 

relationship with the audience. In this opening section, clear links are made between 

linguistic choices, their effect and the reasons why the choice was made: “I used the first 

person plural form ‘us’ to identify myself with my audience as being a fellow millennial from 

the same generation. This direct address was used to speak directly to my readers and 

begin with a conversational tone, as a way also to encourage participation from my 

readers. I used a personal anecdote to humanize myself and make myself relatable.” 

 

As the commentary progresses, the discussion does become less evaluative than this, with 

a number of points missing that important link to reasons why a particular technique was 

used. Although the candidate continues to describe methods using accurate terminology, 

discriminating choice of examples and effective discussion of meaning, links to context 

become less explicit: “to give specific information to readers”, “to intrigue my audience”, 

“to be memorable and add rhythmic effect”. 

 

A wider range of techniques could have been explored in this commentary; discussion of 

syntax is particularly limited and opportunities to evaluate the effect of tripling, syndetic 

listing and parallelism are missed despite a very brief mention in the penultimate 

paragraph. 
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Script 2 

Q1 –  Level 4: 14 Marks;  

Q2 – Level 3: 15 Marks 
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Examiner comments 

 

This response illustrates a common timing and planning problem experienced by a 

number of candidates at all levels. 

 

Whilst this candidate has a highly engaging and creative writing style, a lack of 

careful planning and poor editing and selection of materials has limited their level of 

achievement. The lack of control shows particularly in the lengthy middle section 

based on Text C from the source materials, where extensive quotations and 

paraphrasing from the original text have been used.  

 

A more successful approach would have been to select one or two examples or 

quotations to illustrate the diversity of the band’s music and the differing tastes of 

fans. The candidate appears determined to use all of the source materials in full, in 

the order in which they were supplied, but would have been more successful had 

they adapted, selected and edited information and included it in their own original 

text. 

 

This response to Section A fills almost nine pages of an answer booklet and 

presumably took considerably longer than 45-60 minutes to write. The 

accompanying commentary is less than four pages long and very rushed, which has 

again limited the achievement of the candidate as they lacked the time to plan in 

detail or explain points in full. 

 

Although most points made in the commentary are accurate and coherent, there is 

an apparent lack of control and structure. The overall organisation lacks coherence 

due to sudden transitions from point to point and limited sense of a cohesive, 

relevant argument. The analysis of individual points often lacks depth and detail, 

partly due to limited exemplification or specific technical descriptions or 

terminology. Much of the focus of this commentary is on content and information, 

rather than analysis and evaluation of the language used to convey it to the reader. 
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Script 3:  
Q1 – 6/20 (Level 2); Q2 – 10/30 (Level 2) 
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Examiner comments 
 

Although it is accurately written on the whole and has a general sense of direction, 

this response demonstrates limited sense of audience and genre, lacking creativity 

or genuine engagement. The candidate manages to paraphrase Text A and some 
parts of Text C and D, but the phrasing is very close to the source materials and 

few original elements are added. 
 

Some more variety in sentence structures and a livelier tone along with some more 
attempt to directly engage the audience would lift this response into the next level. 

Similarly, some more elements of the website genre, such as subheadings or links 
would provide a clearer sense of context. 

 
The candidate makes some appropriate, generalised comments in Section B, 

showing understanding of the writing process and some basic language concepts. 
Where these points are supported by evidence from their own writing (“…music 

related lexis…such as “gigging” and “stint to show the readers that he is familiar 
with music and therefore a reliable source”) the commentary shows elements of a 

Level 3 response. However, much of the commentary is more basic and the 

candidate seems to lack the technical vocabulary to describe many of the methods 
identified. 

 
With a more systematic, organised exploration of the features, supported by 

knowledge of some relevant technical terms and consistent exemplification, this 
candidate could have produced a response in the next level. 

 

 

 

 


